Public Safety Minute – 9/15/11 Meeting
Meeting Started at 7:20 PM

In attendance:  Andrea Iaderosa, Cynthia Berne, James MacKeen, Ann MacKeen, Joe Cisneros, Rob Menz, Veronica Hunt, Officer Chovan, Officer Allen.

Reports from Public Officials

Officer Chovan advised that there is a new graffiti unit.  When we see graffiti we are supposed to take a picture and download it.  We are also supposed to call the LAPD front desk and have them fill out a crime report.  A crime report must be filled out to prosecute.  They have made around 73 arrests.

Rob Menz asked about punishment.  There is a special District Attorney who works on graffiti crimes.  There is now case law that holds parents responsible and requires restitution.

Crime continues to remain low and theft from cars has dropped significantly up in Griffith Park.

Andrea Iaderosa asked about the LA Times crime statistics that indicates that crime is up in Los Feliz.  Officer Allen advised that these stats are not actually indicative of an overall crime picture for Los Feliz.

Officer Chovan advised that AP (Armenian Power) is a problem in the area.  She specifically mentioned Finley, Berendo, and Catalina as being areas where AP congregates and advised that they are involved in many areas of criminal activity, including identity theft.  If you see what looks like AP gang members congregating, please call it in immediately (but note – this is NOT a 911 call.)
Jim MacKeen asked if there are any rules regarding winnebagos parking on streets.

The officers advised that they must move every 72 hour.  The legality of large vehicles and trucks parking on residential streets involves the width of the street.  If the street is narrow (40’ is considered to be a wide street), then they shouldn’t be parked there, but often it is less expensive for the vehicle owner to pay a parking ticket than it is to pay for off street parking or storage.

Joe Cisneros asked about cleaning up around the Hyperion Bridge steps.  He mentioned homeless people defecating and urinating as being a problem.  The officers advised that they do not pursue this.  The city attorney’s office has basically said “where do you want them to go?”  For an officer to write this up, it involves documenting where the closest bathroom is, etc.,

Andrea Iaderosa suggested that this is something the public safety committee could work on – going to the steps and cleaning up the area.

Problems with Bars/Restaurants

A new CPAB has formed that will work with the local bars & restaurants to help them work with the residential areas where the bars are located.  It will also provide a means for the restaurants to network with each other.

Officer Chovan feels that party buses in the neighborhood do not work and that the local bars are now saying “no” to these.  She also stated that parking for these venues is a growing problem and issue that needs to be addressed and dealt with.  She said that the new CPAB group will be looking into this.

Andrea Iaderosa read part of an e-mail from Dave Bass who could not attend the meeting, but who has had ongoing concerns about some of the bars and the practice of bottle service.  The officers stated that the issue of bottle service will depend on what kind of license you have.  There was no further discussion of bottle service.
Proposal to write letter on behalf of tenants at 1641 & 1645 No. Alexandria

The abatement process is stalled at the city attorney’s office.  The officers felt that a letter was a good idea.  The letter should be addressed to Trutanich.  There are 14 abatements that are a problem.  We discussed what the letter needs to include, and Andrea Iaderosa will have a draft of it completed for the next meeting to be voted on.

LAPD Community Police signage

Officer Chovan advised that it should not be a problem having them removed.  Andrea Iaderosa said she had e-mailed a city representative who said to contact the senior lead officer.  Officer Chovan said to contact Tom LaBonge’s office.  Andrea Iaderosa will do that.

Coyote Issues

Joe Cisneros said that coyotes are becoming a problem.  The issue was discussed.  There is no specific solution, and Officer Allen advised not to let small animals go out unattended.

CERT class discussion

Joe Cisneros and Andrea Iaderosa agreed that the CERT class that ended in August was successful.  There will be further CERT meetings separate from the public safety meetings.  They have not yet been set up.

There was a discussion of the 10/1/11 CERT class for animals.  Ann MacKeen discussed an organization that collects feral cats that she is aware of.
The Great Shakeout on 10/22/11 was mentioned, as was the radio cert class coming up on Sunday.  Cell phones are not useful in an emergency.

There will be a NE Open house on Oct. 29 from 11-3 that Andrea Iaderosa will publicize.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.

