                                             Greater Griffith Park Neighborhood Council 
                                                    Education Committee Minutes
                                                               April 27, 2010

1.  Call to Order:  Present were Sarah Napier (Chair), Richard Spicer (PZHP), John John (Transportation Comm. Chair), Rex Link, Char Sydney, Dorothy Lee (Marshall HS), Debbie Simons, Marian Dodge (LFIA), Mary Rodriguez (CD 4).  Guest:  Ben DeGroot, candidate for Diane Watson’s seat in Congress).
2.  The minutes of the October 27, 2009, meeting were approved with the correction of the  spelling of names.

3.  Hollywood Community Plan -  Richard Spicer distributed summaries of the plan and focused on the impact the plan would have on schools (and parks).  This is a 30-year plan which anticipates a 1% growth rate.  The Community Facilities Report and the Draft Environmental Report are due to be released in June.  After that, the public will have only 45 days to respond, which is not much time given the size of the document, currently about 200 pages.  The Zoning Ordinance will be adopted at the same time.  The Planning, Zoning & Historic Preservation Committee has already prepared several pages of comments, as has the Transportation Committee.  The Transportation Committee suggested changing some of the verbs from “encourage” to “require”.  They thought that some parts of the plan seemed developer-friendly.  The plan calls for higher density in central Hollywood 

· Policy LU.6.7 regarding shared public use of non-classroom facilities:  Marshall HS was forced to lock the gate to the new track/field because people were abusing it.  In spite of posted signs prohibiting dogs and bicycles on the field, dogs are defecating on the artificial turf and bicycles are causing ruts which must be rolled out.  Principal Harrison is looking for alternatives, money and other programs which would cover supervision of the field so that it can be open to the public.

· Policy LU.6.2/LU.6.3/LU.6.4:  The goals regarding anticipating school populations are idealistic; the reality is that it is very difficult to estimate future enrollment.

· Policy LU.6.6:  Proposed language change as follows:  “Maximize the use of public schools for neighborhood use Create community school parks at older elementary schools in ‘park poor’ neighborhoods and maximize the use of local open space, public facilities and parks for school use”.

· Policy LU.6.9:   Proposed language change as follows:  “Encourage LAUSD and the Department of Recreation and Parks to continue the shared-use program to facilitate the shared use of schools and recreational facilities in Hollywood.  Encourage public schools to site jointly with other community facilities, such as libraries, parks and auditoriums and work with other community stakeholders (e.g., Business Improvement Districts, other public/private partnerships).

· Policy LU.6.10:  Proposed language change as follows:  “Encourage the provision of  Support charter schools as an effective alternative method of delivering quality public educational facilities as the neighborhood level”.

· Policy LU.6.11:  Delete the following proposed policy.  Committee felt that charter schools should not be created for the sole purpose of alleviating overcrowding:  “Encourage the location of charter schools in the Hollywood Community Plan Area as a means to alleviate overcrowded school conditions”.  Add the following policy:  “Encourage partnerships between elementary schools, middle schools and high schools to facilitate the development of shared educational opportunities”

· Policy LU.6.14:  Proposed language change as follows:  “Encourage Require public school design that buffers classrooms from negative noise and air quality sources.  Incorporate noise mitigation measures to reduce adverse environmental impacts in compliance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) Guidelines”

· Policy LU.6.23:  Proposed language change as follows:  “Support the school-specific agreements with LAUSD which will enable communities to jointly use schools for recreational purposes and community/school parks.

· Policy LU.6.27:  Proposed language change as follows:  “Promote the provision of security and patrols of public parks and recreational facilities by the Los Angeles Police Department and the Department of Recreation and Parks.



4.  Reports 
· Marshall Big Blue “M” Project – Dorothy Lee:  In addition to the $10,000 raised and the $10,000 match, LAUSD is now saying that they need an additional $11,400 for 1) lead abatement of the paint currently on the wall (per Dorothy there is no lead in the paint), 2) filling the cracks, and 3) waterproofing the wall.  This amount is from a bid submitted to the district by a private contractor.  Sarah is waiting to hear from Yolie Flores (LAUSD Board Member) to see if she can get a lower bid and/or help defray the additional cost.  There was discussion as to whether LAUSD should pay the total additional cost, since it could be considered to be regular district maintenance.

· School Report Cards for 2008-09:  Discussion regarding individual School Report Cards prepared by LAUSD for Marshall, Los Feliz and King Elementary Schools and King Middle School.  Per Sarah, all schools have made “significant” progress, due to new principals/administrators; teachers/administrators working as a team; staff feeling that the community is behind them and students feeling safer at school.  Copies of the report cards will be posted on the GGPNC web site.  Committee discussed the best way for the Education Committee/GGPNC to recognize the schools for their progress; Sarah will ask the principals for suggestions.

· King Middle School:  Mary Rodiguez met with the King principal.  Four of King’s feeder elementary schools (not including Ivanhoe and Franklin) will be establishing a 6th Grade in the Fall.  King will increase its gifted magnet for 6th and 7th Grade.  King may create a new magnet for environmental studies (not a magnet).

       5.  Other
· On Friday, April 30, 2010, the Oprah television show will be doing a “live shot” and holding a rally at Marshall to encourage teens to not use cell phones/text while driving.
       6.   Next Meeting
· The next Education Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 24, 2010, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Ranger House.


               

· 
    

 







 
