Minutes

12-29-11 Public Safety Committee Meeting
Meeting started at 7:35 PM

In attendance:  Joe Cisneros, Andrea Iaderosa

Approval of Last Meeting Minutes:  The Minutes were approved by Joe Cisneros and seconded by Andrea Iaderosa

Comments on Non-Agenda Items:  Joe Cisneros brought up the idea of posting local crimes that are reported by members of the community and sent to the Public Safety Committee via e-mail.  This information would be posted on the Public Safety page of the GGPNC website.
Andrea Iaderosa thought that this was a great idea and said she will send out an e-mail to the public safety e-mail list asking that criminal activity be reported to her so that it can be noted on the Public Safety website page.

Letter to Councilman LaBonge:  Andrea Iaderosa read a draft of the letter she wrote addressed to Councilman Tom LaBonge regarding the removal of the local LAPD Substation signs.

The letter is as follows:  Dear Councilman LaBonge,

I am writing to ask you to please have the posted LAPD Community Police State signs taken down in Los Feliz.  The Community Police Substation above Citibank on Hillhurst is no longer in use by the LAPD, and the LAPD has no intention of ever using the space again.

The posted signs have created some confusion for members of the community who have gone there to report a crime, or to seek assistance from the police.  I would hate for someone to head over there in an emergency only to find a vacated space.

I spoke with our Senior Lead Officer who said it was fine to have the signs removed, but indicated that I should get in touch with you to have this done.

The signs need to be removed from the following locations:

1.  The SW corner of Hillhurst Ave. and Los Feliz Blvd.;

2.  The NE corner of Franklin Ave. and Hillhurst Ave.;

3.  1965 Hillhurst Ave. (outside Citibank);

4.  1965 Hillhurst Ave. – (The Police Substation banner hanging above the Citibank ATM).

Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter.  If there is someone else to whom I should be making this request, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Andrea Iaderosa

Chairman,

Public Safety Committee, GGPNC

The Public Safety Committee approved sending the letter.  Andrea Iaderosa will send a copy of the letter to the GGPNC Board to find out if it’s proper for her to simply send the letter, or whether it needs to be part of the GGPNC Board Agenda for the January meeting.
Selection of Meeting Date:  Andrea Iaderosa advised that the best time for her to meet was at 7:30 PM because of her work schedule.  She also advised that per Linda Demmers, most Mondays are free, and some Wednesdays are free.  Andrea stated she would like to have the Public Safety Committee meeting before the GGPNC Board meets, in case there is something the committee needs to have put on the Board’s agenda.  Andrea Iaderosa proposed meeting on the second Monday of the month.  This was seconded by Joe Cisneros.  Andrea Iaderosa said that she would verify with Linda Demmers that this date is available, and then reserve the dates for the year.  She will then send out an e-mail advising that monthly meetings have been scheduled. 

Marijuana Clinics :  Andrea Iaderosa has a concern that two marijuana dispensaries have opened in Los Feliz, one at 4511 Sunset, across from Vons and just down the street from Children’s Hospital and one at 4614 Hollywood Blvd, across from Good Will.  The concern is that the two dispensaries are just a block away from each other, and she questioned the degree of oversight for the dispensaries.  It was indicated to her by two LAPD officers at an East Hollywood Public Safety meeting that most of the dispensaries have criminal/gang affiliation.  Joe Cisneros and Andrea Iaderosa decided that further discussion is needed.  The subject will be brought up at the GGPNC Public Safety meeting in January, and Andrea will meet with the East Hollywood Public Safety committee, and gather more information 
Other Comments and Announcements:  The question of funding for the Public Safety Committee came up.  Andrea Iaderosa advised that funding for the Neighborhood Councils this year is less than last year, and that all committees were allocated less money than they were last year.  Also, it is unclear how much money will be needed by the GGPNC if the Neighborhood Council has to have elections and pay for the elections themselves.  This issue will again be discussed at the January Public Safety Meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.
