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Approved Minutes
Board of Directors Meeting, February 20, 2007

Los Feliz Community Police Center, 1965 Hillhurst Avenue, 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, California 90027

Joel Friedman, Treasurer
Kurt Rademaekers, Secretary

Call to Order: 7:30 p.m. by President Charlie Mims. A quorum was declared. Board members present: Johnson, Kerr,
Owen, Soter, Napier, Louyse, Cisneros, Wilson, Vigderson, Gasteier, Mims, Rademaekers, Arslanian, Getz, and Carroll.

Approval of Minutes: Minutes were approved by consensus for November 2006, December 2006 and January 2007.

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items; Public Announcements: Vikki Israel, City of L.A. Parks and Recreation, stated
presence for Agenda Item number 10.

Reports from Public Officials and Staff:
Patricia Malone, CD4 Field Deputy, will email upcoming events and their dates to be posted to website. Announced Griffith
Park Observatory has had 330 thousand visitors since reopening.

Betty Oyama, from Neighborhood Empowerment, spoke and announced upcoming meetings and workshops. She identified
that NC can hire an accountant if needed and recommended that 25 percent of NC budget go to outreach. She announced
that effective April 1%, original receipts must be submitted and copies will no longer be accepted.

Northeast Division Senior Lead Officer Report:
No officer was present.

Southwest Museum: Heinrich Keifer, President Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council representing Friends of the
Southwest Museum Coalition spoke and introduced Nicole Possert who made a PowerPoint presentation about the Autry
National Center’s plans to expand the ANC'’s Griffith Park facility in order to relocate the Southwest Museum from its current
location in Mount Washington. The presentation delivered a history of the Southwest Museum, the merger between the Autry
National Center and Southwest Museum, the proposed changes in current museum. Ms. Possert also presented an alternate
expansion to the Southwest Museum.

The question of how the NC could help was asked. Ms. Possert asked that the NC speak with Councilman LaBonge and
request that ANC CEO John Grey be asked to speak to NC on the issue. It was pointed out that Mr. Gray was already
scheduled to do so at the March 20 Board meeting.

Mr. Keifer noted that original contract for the museum merger stated that both museum sites would be maintained and this is
not happening. He also stated that he would send NC bullet point list highlighting presentation and issues.

Planning, Zoning & Historic Preservation Committee: Agenda Item 10a taken out of order. Ken Owen, Chair of PZHP
Committee.

Zoning Variance Request by Wolfgang Puck for the Observatory to Allow the Serving of Alcoholic Beverages.

(Owen moved/Wilson seconded) moved for discussion on topic. Discussion was very lengthy. Bill Matthews, representing
Wolfgang Puck offered to answer any questions. He spoke about how the conditions proposed by NC were too restrictive.
Council asked for clarification of wants by Wolfgang Puck and stressed the concern to keep the observatory an educational
facility. RJ Comber, representative for Wolfgang Puck stressed that this request if strictly for an alcohol variance. Council
stressed concern of restricting public access throughout facility during a catered event. Discussion of placing a sunset limit on
variance and removing limiting conditions took place. Ken Owen stated to have variance expire on its third anniversary. He
also added to have paragraph added to request to include allocation of monies from catered events.

Motion to vote on recommendation to oppose the variance passed by consensus (Johnson moved/Owen Seconded). Owen
will draft letter to Zoning Administration, which recommends the following conditions for granting the variance.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

a. Alcohol shall not be served except in connection with a catered event, i.e., no alcoholic beverage will be sold or
served at the Observatory café or from a food cart or otherwise to the general public and will be served only in
connection with a private party.

b. Alcohol shall not be served at any catered event that is not exclusively for a group whose principal function is
astronomical, scientific or educational.

c. Alcohol shall not be served at any catered event more frequently than three times per month and no more
frequently than 26 times during any 12 month period.

d. Alcohol shall not be served at any event not ending by ten p.m.

e. Alcohol shall not be served at any event having more than 1,000 persons (including serving and other staff) in
attendance in the aggregate.

f.  Alcohol shall not be served at any event which involves the use (for the catered event or for set up for such event)
of any portion of the Observatory or its grounds at any time when the Observatory is normally open to the public
except only those portions of the Observatory which are not open to the public in the usual course of its operation.

g. Any variance shall expire on the third anniversary of its issuance, and shall not be extended or renewed except after
a fully noticed hearing.

h. None of the foregoing conditions shall diminish any authority the Department of Recreation and Parks has under
any agreement with any concessionaire to limit further the sale of alcoholic beverages.

Budget Review for 2006/2007:

Charley Mims presented the budget recommendation from the Executive Committee for the remainder of the 2006/2007 fiscal
year. Detail attached. The budget recommendation was approved by consensus (Mims moved/Kerr seconded). [See
Attachment.]

DWP Festival of Lights Update: Board members who attended recent public meeting on the topic.

This issue has to do with a proposal to change the annual DWP Festival of Lights from a motorist event to a pedestrian event
in response to stated City commitments to counter global warming and pollution. Attendees of the meeting reported
ambivalent reception of ideas on the part of the meeting organizers. Suggestions made by council of working with
Councilmember LaBonge on the issue and further questioning for DWP and to pursue a coordinated response to the issue.

Parks and Recreation and Open Space Committee: Bernadette Soter
Identified Los Angeles Annual River Clean-Up date as May 12, 2007 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. The PROS Committee will form
an ad hoc committee to shape a policy for special events at the Observatory.

Planning, Zoning & Historic Preservation Committee: Ken Owen

b. Lot Line Adjustment between 5121 Franklin and 1915 Normandie. PZHP Committee recommends that Council oppose this
action. Motion and second to approve committee recommendation. Motion passed. Owen will draft letter to City Planning
Department.

Education Committee: Sarah Napier
Expense request covered in approved budget per item #8 above.

Other Committee Reports:
None.

Comments and Announcements by Board Members:
None

Other Committee Comment on Non-Agenda items:

a. Charley Mims reiterated GGPNC policy that committee chairs or their designees are responsible for drafting committee-
originated correspondence. Outgoing correspondence must be approved by GGPNC President. All correspondence
must be forwarded to Secretary for filing.

b. Option to participate in Neighborhood Council Internet Video-On-Demand pilot project. Council disapproved the action by
consensus

Adjourn:
Move to adjourn meeting (Rademaekers/Carroll). By consensus meeting was adjourned at 11:00.



Minutes ltem #8: Budget Review for 2006/2007

GGPNC Budget Remaining Fiscal Year 2006-2007

Outreach Committee
Monthly quarter-page outreach ad in Los Feliz
Ledger
Participation in Mayor’s Day of Service

Parks Recreation & Open Space Committee
Photocopying
PROS newsletter
Advertising
Booth at Los Feliz Village Street Fair
Advertising, outreach materials, food and supplies
for annual river clean-up event

Education Committee
GGPNC share of costs for new mural at John
Marshall High School
GGPNC T-shirts for FOLAR River Clean-Up
To support four security checkpoints for the
Marshall H.S. Fingerprinting program??? R&l ??7?

Planning, Zoning & Historic Preservation Committee
Administration (photocopying, supplies)
Publications
Enroliment fees to CEQA seminar

Neighborhood Improvement Committee
Greater Griffith Park/Barnsdall Art Fair
Los Feliz Elementary School art workshop

Zoo Magnet School

Total Budget through June 30, 2007

6,384

4,000

600
5,000
2,000

500
7,000

1,350

4,000
300

500
750
750

10,000
5,000

500

10,384

15,100

5,650

2,000

15,000

500

48,634
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February 22, 2007

Ms. S. Gail Goldberg

Director of Planning

Planning Department

City of Los Angeles

Fifth Floor

City Hall

200 North Spring Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

AAZ006-10926 PMEX
19215 North Normandie Avenue
5121 Franklin Avenue

Dear Ms. Goldberg:

The Board of Greater Griffith Park Neighborhood Council and its Planning, Zoning
and Hisforic Preservation Committee have considered the captioned application to take
the rear 24.9 feet from 1915 North Normandie Avenue and to add the same to 5121
Franklin Avenue. The commitiee has heard the representative of the owners of the two
properties and received a written communication from an abutting landowner.

We ask that you do not exercise any discretionary authority to authorize this
property ine adjustment.

Qurreasons are:

1. 1915 Normandie is zoned RE9, which requires an area of at least 9,000 square
feet and a width of no less than 45 feet. This lot is now substantially less than

7,000 square feet, and the transfer would reduce the below-norm sized lot by
1,432 square feet.



2. The area which is proposed to be taken from 1915 Normandie includes the
only enclosed parking on the property, a two-car garage entered from a
private alley or driveway servicing this and other properties. The remainder of
the property is already improved with structures and a swimming pool so that
no enclosed parking would be available to this property, a single family
residence.

3. The owner of 1915 Normandie sought a variance (a) to build a carport in the
required front yard and (b) to allow an already then recently built six-foot
fence in the required front yard {ZA 2006-2722{ZAD}ZAA). This Neighborhood
Council and an adjoining landowner acceded to the request for the former
provided the owner reduced the front yard fence, entranceway and gate fo
no higher than 42 inches. The applicant agreed and withdrew the request
regarding the fence. A variance was granted with respect to the carport,
and the variance request regarding the fence was dismissed. The fence and
appurtenant entrance remains as it was, well above 42 inches.

Thank you for your consideration of our objections to the requested property line
adijustment,

Very truly yours,
Charley M. Mims, President

Aerex J 2

by Kenneth E. Owen, Chair
Planning, Zoning & Historic Preservation Committee

cc: Xorin Balbes, 5121 Franklin Avenue
Sara Houghton, 1915 Normandie Avenue
Eric Owen Moss, 1909 Normandie Avenue
Douglas Mensman, CD4
Kurt Rademaekers
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March 9, 2007

Office of Zoning Administration
7t Floor

Los Angeles City Hall

200 North Spring Street

Los Angeles, Cdlifornia 90012

Attention: Albert Landini, Associate Zoning Administrator

Case No. ZA 2006-10405(2V)
Griffith Observatory

2800 East Observatory Avenue

Los Angeles 20027

Hearing: March 13, 2007 10:30 a.m.

Dear Sirs and Madams:

Greater Griffith Park Neighborhood Council {“GGPNC”) opposes the
issuance of the variance requested by Wolfgang Puck Catering and Events LLC
{"Puck") and supported by the Department of Recreation and Parks of the City
of Los Angeles {"LADRP"}to serve alcoholic beverages at the Griffith Observatory

("Observatory”}) unless the variance is subject to each and all of the following
condiitions:

1. Alcohol shall not be served except in connection with a catered
event, i.e., no alcoholic beverage wil be sold or served at the
Observatory café or from a food cari or otherwise to the general
public and will be served only in connection with a private party.

2. Alcoholshall not be served at any catered event that is not

exclusively for a group whose principal function is astronomical,
scientific or educational,

3. Alcohoi shdit not be served at any catered event more frequently

than three times per month and no more frequently than 26 fimes
during any year,

4. Alcohol shall not be served at any event not ending by ten p.m.



5. Alcohol shali not be served at any event having more than 1,000
persons {including serving and other staff} in aitendance in the
aggregate.

6. Alcohol shall not be served at any event which involves the use
(for the catered event or for set up for such event} of any portion
of the Observaiory or its grounds at any time when the
Observatory is normally open fo the public except only those
portions of the Observatory which are not open to the public in
the usual course of its operation.

7. Any variance shall expire on the third anniversary of its issuance,
and shall not be extended or renewed except after a fully noticed
hearing. :

8. None of the foregoing conditions shall diminish any authority the
Department of Recreation and Parks has under any agreement
with any concessionaire to limit further the sale of alcoholic
beverages.

l. Background of Position.

GGPNC takes this position after a lengthy process of analysis and
consideration of the respeciive positions of Puck, LADRP and GGPNC's
stakeholders. GGPNC's Planning, Zoning and Historic Preservation Committee
["PZHP") held a regularly scheduled and noticed meeting on February 13, 2007,
at which it devoted iwo and one half hours to hearing presentations both from
Puck and LADRP and from attending stakeholders. Such presentations were
focused on responses by Puck and LADRP to written questions posed by PZHP to
them well in advance of the meeting. The GGPNC Board received presentations
by Puck in September 2006 and by Puck and LADRP at its meeting on February
20, 2007. The Board devoted more than one and one half hours to these
presentations, hearing comments from its stakeholders and deliberaiing.

Il. Reasons for Positicn.

A. Applicant’s Failure to Demonsirate the Existence of the Five Required
Criteria for a Variance.

1. There has been no showing that strict enforcement of the Open
Space 7one would result in praciical difficulty or unnecessary hardship.

The Observatory is over 70 years old. The absence of alcohol has not
proved to be a practical difficulty or an unnecessary hardship in the operaiion of
the Observatory during these more than seven decades. The absence of alconol
will in no way impair the scienfific and educational functions for which the
























