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S$plgneffs,
Long Road to Smooth Streets

BY IAMES BALESH,
TRANSPORTATION CIIAIR

Rawena Avenue now spafts a
silky smaoth su.face and shiny
fmrstraiqht 1in4 after repaving.

n early June, 2004, Councilmember LaBonge
requested the Board step into action to

immediately idertify

and prioritize 2 miles

ofroadway that was in

dire need ofre-paving.

Th€ Board convened

what has become

our Transportation

Committee to study our

neighborhood's streets.

Within two weeks the

Committee walked and

drove the slreets in our

district, reponed and discussed their findings and

came to a resolution, which the Board supported,

recommending the re-surfacing ofponions of l3

ofour streets filled with potholes and cracks along

with suggestions for re-paving 12 additional areas.

Because ofthe severe budget crisis much street re-

paving work has been suspended. However, we are

happy to report that the Board's recommendatrons

for re-paving Tracy Street (between St. George

Street and Talmadge Street), Rowena Avenue

(between Hyperion Avenue and St. George Street)

and Edgemonl Street (north of Los Feliz Boulevard)

have been accomplished with much more to be

done in the 2005-2006 fiscal year.

To see all the streets listed, please go to our web

site, $r!.ggpl!.a!9. You can see all the work

the Transportation committee has done and may

want tojoin in our efforts.
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No Restaurant at the Observatory
BY AERNADETTE SOTER, CUAIR. pROS COl4l.4ITTEE

Tn March 2004. our communit\ leamed thal the
a -
l '  Cir)  was consrdering a plan to eslabl ish a

privately owned luxury restaumnt near the Grimth

Observatory in Grimth Park, on the site ofthe

defunct snack bar made famous in the film, "The

Teminator" A preliminary feasibility study had

been made that proposed two ambitious, highly

visible configurations: l) A 6000 sq. ft.,220 seat

facility with cantilevered deck. 2) A 10,000 sq. ft.,

220 seat facility with a cantilevered deck and a

lower level banquet hall. The study also proposed

that the City pay 52.5 million to $4.5 million to

finance the restaumnt's construction, with the oper-

ator eventually retuming the funds from its profits.

The Parks, River and Open Space Committee

(PROS) ofthe GGPNC joined forces with the

Hollywood United Neighborhood Council, lhe

Atwater Mllage Neighborhood Council, the Los

Feliz Improvement Association, the Oaks Home-

owners Association, the Sierm Club and numerous

friends'groups, neighbors and park-users to vorce

our obJeclrons to the plan. This inrolved meetings.

p€rsonal communications and correspondence with

the Recreation and Parks Commission and CD4

Councilmember Tom LaBonge.

our reasons for opposing the plan were numerous:

the irrevocable loss ofopen space, noise and lighl

pollution issues, particulate damage to observatory

telescopes from grilling, liquor service at the

top of mourtain roads, woeful ly inadequate
parking, taxpayer-subsidized competition with

existing restaurants, objection to the idea being

put forth independent of the Grimth Park Master

Plan process, and our fundamental disagreement

wilh prioritizing money and resources for such a
purpose in rhe middle ola Cit)$ide budget cnsis.

(contiRued on page 4)
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The Pros and Cons of  Inclusionary Zoning
BY KURT RADENIAEKERS,  CHAIR,  GGPNC AO HOC COI ' IMITTEE ON INCLUSIONARY ZONING

fTlhe Inclusronary Zoning Ordinance (lzor income people. Ohea sa' lhat lhe ordinances

I i. a propo.al before the City Council Ihal chase de\eloper' oul oflhe ciry and dri!e up

attempts to address the aflordable housing lhe price ofhousing for everyone. Who do

crisis in the LosAngeles. It would require you believe?

every new apartmenl or condo developmenl A common objection to the IZO is thal

lo include some units offered to qualified it applies a "one-size-fils-all" solulion

middle- or low-income people at reduced throughout the City.

rents or purchase prices. As an incentive to In some neighborhoods the IZO would

developers. it would allow taller buildings, work. The Hollywood Chamber ofCom-

more housing on less land and require only merce, for example, rcports that residential

one parking space per unit. projects on Cherokee Avenue and Cariton

City representatives argue the IZO would Way are €urrenlly limited to lwo stories

reduce traffic and on street parking by even though four- and five-story buildings

encouraging development along transpor- surround $em,

lation corridors. Bul. given the inconven- On the other hand. the single-family

neighborhoods north and south ofSunset

Boulevard in Silver Lake all qualify for

imagine a family nol owning a second cat six-story inclusionary developments. The

which it would have to park on our already Silver Lake Neighborhood Council poinls

out that additional density on the narrow

to reach these neighborhoods.

Another comrnon objection to the IzO is

that il strips neighborhood stakeholders of

any ability to provide input about the size,

location or appropriateness ofan inclusionary

housing development, which undermines

the ability ofNeighborhood Councils to

rnake govennnenl more rcsponsive to local

needs possibly having a calamitous efect on

the quality oflife and the chamcler oftheir

communilies. Yet developen claim the IZO is

too restrictive for profitable developmenl.

Mosr people agree that housing in Los

Angeles is a problem--affordable or

otherwise. The City has already imple-

mented a number ofaffordable housing
programs. Crafting a solution that provides

incentives to developers and that protects

the interests ofneighborhoods will require

collaboration among all stakeholders.

Please join our Planning. Zoning &

Histor ic Preservat ion Committee. which

meets every second wednesday ofthe month.

ience ofpubl ic transportal ion. and the

availabiliry ofcheap cars. ir's difficult to

Studies on the IZO'S in othercities show hillside streets would worsen parking

nixed results. Some say IZO'S effectively problems and create a public danger by

provide more housing for middle- and low- further limiting the ability offire engines

A marvelous time was had by all.

The PROS Committee wishes 10 thank

the following supporters:

Generous Contr ibutorsi  Los Fel iz

Improvement Associat ion (LFIA).

Hol lywood United NC, Greater Gri f f i th

Park NC. and the Atwater Village Chamber

of Commerce and Neighborhood Council.

Generous Donors: Albertsons Market.

Autry Nal ional Center,  Cap N'Cork

Junior Market. Coffee Bean and Tea Leal

Depanment of water and Power, Gelson's.

Hillhurst Liquor. NatureMan, Robeks Juice.

Soap Plant/wacko. Subway Sandwiches

& Salads. Yuca s. and donuls courtesy of

LouisAlvarado. Due to resfiction on space

all other acknowledgements will be made at

another time. Please forgive any omission.

And. ofcourse. the Fr iends ofthe Los

Angeles River for making the event possible.

The Largest  River Cleanup in the Country
F  

o r  r h e  r e c o n d  , e a r  i n  a  r o \  ,  t h e

I PROS ( Parks, Ri\  er & Open Space)

Commitlee ofthe GGPNC. in coordinalion

with the Fiends ofthe Los Angeles River
(FoLAR). brought hundreds of volunteers

to the Los Feliz Bridge in Griffith Park to

clean up the river, making this evenl the

biggesl river cleanup in lhe U.S.

On thc first day ofthe event May 6, 2005.

300 local students and reachers met al

Fletcher Drive by the River and learned

morc about i ls issues whi le they helped

with the cleanup. The event 's second

day began at 7:45 am. Tbe City ofLos

Angeles Recreation & Parks Dcparlmenl

set up the banquel lables and chairs fiom

which we dispensed hospitality and engaged

in outreach, Numerous volunteers ofthe

neighborhood Councils and PROS Committee

sei up donated donuls.  cookies, water.

coffee. and other drinks. Prizes. donated

by local businesses. were given lo the

volunteers. The volunteers were Disney

VoluntEARS. classes from al l  grades

of local schools.  Counci lmember Tom

LaBonge and members ofhis staff, as $ell

as scores ofindividuals. groups, families.

Everyone did a tenificjob ofcleaning up
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Saved From The Nicks Of
In July, 2003, the GGPNC took its fiIst step into

historic preservation when it urged that a dilapidated

100 year old house at 1749 Harvard Blvd. be saved

from the bulldozers. The house had been the final

home ofonetime Mayor James Toberman who

replaced L.A:s lasl Latino mayor in 1872. The house

was saved by being declarcd a city cultural heritage

monument, which allowed time for Fmn Offenhauset

now President ofHollywood Heritage, to purchase

and renovated the house at a cost ofover $ 1.5 million.

At a ceremony in April, 2005, Councilmember Tom

LaBonge honored Offenhauser and David Monks,

who brought the house s plrghl  lo publ ic dt lenl ion

and contacted the GGPNC. Monks. who used to

live across the street, now proudly rents one offour

apartments in the historic house.

Time "r "ou.. .o*^or.

Rrctlr: Tobernan Hause in Juty.
2003 an the verqe ofdemalition.

LEF|: Tobernan House
,estontion ceremony april
2005. fhe homea saviar
Fran Otrenhause. gets an
awa rd fro m Ca! ncil n em be.
LaBonge as did Dave Monks
(2nd row left), GGPNC VP
fot Ouneach, Nom ttasqueda,
looks on approvingly fram
over bgongeb left shoulder,
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Frosty  React ion to  High Wal ls The Hoover Street

rr  f r  ood fence\ make good

\Jnerghbors rs perhaps poet

Roben Frost's most repeated line. But

the firsl line ofthat poem, "Mending

Wall .  is.  "Something there is ihat

doesn t love a wall." Thai something

is the City ofLA, ifthe wall. fence

or hedge in front ofyour property is

over 3b feet high. The GCPNC has

supported that limit and been successtul

in opposing oveFin-height walls.

Those on the other side ofthe fence

say rhey need a high wal l .  fence or

hedge for security or privacy. but ihe

ci ty 's pol ice and f i re depa(mants

argue that high barriers in front of

King of  Arts
Thomas 

SIarr Kine Middle School

I  proudly sho$ed of l  i ts Inurals

and mosaics at the "Celebrat ior of

Art" event held on campus last spring.

It was a posilive and uplifting event

tLi lh oler 50 comnunity nembers

from Los Fel iz.  Frankl in Hi l ls and

Si l \er Lake part ic ipat ing.

your propeny actually diminish your

safety by making it easier for crooks

to conceal their activities and harder

for firefighters and paramedics to
gain quick access in an emergency.

Bul it also comes down to the com-

munity question ofl do high fences

make good neighborhoods? Or do

they send a feartul fortress image

often seen in third *,orld countries?

A full reading ofFrost's poem rcvcals

he didn' t  have a high opinion ofhis

neighbor's vie*, thal "good fences

make good neighbors." Which side

are you on'l We want 1o know.

tile mosaic murals. as wellas renewed

landscaping were celebrated. Also on

the lour \,!as a classroom filled with

student work ranging from imovies.

digital animation. robotics, poetry,

history projects ofelaboralc mazcs. and

math projects of triangular pieced kiies.

The students and their teachcrs proudly

displayed and demonstraled their work.

Counci lmembers LaBonge and

carcetti parlicipated and distributed

L.A. City Counci l  Ceri i f icales of

Appreciat ion lo al l  part ic ipat ing

localart ists as uel las members of

local groups, including then CGPNC

Education chair. Mary Rodriguez for

their hard work in making the campus

a feasl lbr lhc cycs as wcll as the mind.

Stairwell Mural
gY IACQUELINE KERR, CHAIR
NElGHAORHOOD IMPROVE14ENT COI{i4ITTEE

In June 2004 "Hoover Walk" at the Hoover

Street Stairwell was dedicated as a Los Angeles

Historical Landmark. Constructed in 1923, the
"Walk" is the stairwell that rises in two flights of

stairs from the northern end of 1600 N. Hoover

Street to culminate above in the middle of the

4300 Block of Prospect Avenue.

The three part stairwell is used daily by stu-

dents of al l  ages and elderly neighbors. Over

the decades, the poro!s concrete steps began

crumbling and the walls were constantly covered

with Graffiti. Utiljty wires directly overhead on

Prospect dangled with tennis shoes, indicating

drug sales were available nearby. With constant

assistance from Jeanne Chang and now Matt Levy,

the present CD4 field representative, the stairwell

has undergone the safety repairs requested by
f4ary Frances Smith-Reynolds and Jacquel ine

Kerr as well as other needed renovations,

Even with rain damage immediately adjacent

to the Stairwel l ,  plans for beaut i f icat ion and

landscaping go forward.

A tr iptych mural,  "The Rite of Culture" de-

signed by noted mural ist ,  Ricardo l \4endoza,

wi l l  be painted and instal led with the new

skin technique on the three retaining wal ls of

the Stairwel l .  The Mural is ful ly funded by the

Neighborhood 14atching Fund and the GGPNC.

The Neighborhood Improvement Committee is

working on other beautification projects including

the Los Feli2 Steps and the l4yra Street l4ural. The

committee is always looking for people who have

ideas as to how to improve the Neighborhood.

No Restaurant  at  the
Observatory� rcontnuea r.on pase ,

Happily. *.e were heard. The Recreation and Parks

Department discontinued its planning tor the restauranl

and in the lel ter informing us of lhe decision. our

coalilion was thanked fbr its thoughtful response.

As ofthis printing. unhappily. $,e have found lhat

the Grifiilh Park Master Plan stillcontains a provrsron

for a restaurant in the park. We u i l l .  of  course.
vigilantly oppose any rcsurrcction ol these plans.

Everyone's

beaulify and

school wilh

reslored

histor ic

arl. parnted

The nural, Knawledqe rs Pawer," by
aftist Robert Rodriguez was one ofthe
celebrated wa.ks on the Krng campus

G G P N C  N E W S  P A G E  4



Meet/Join the GGPNC Board of  Di rectors
\ I  / h i l e  a l l  y o u  s ' d l ' e h o l d e r s  m a k e  u p  l h e  G C P \ C  B o d r d  o f  D i r e c r o r s  h a \

V Y  I h e  C U P \ (  .  r h e J o b  o f c o r r a l l r n g  I q  m e m b e r s .  T e n  a r e  e l e c r e d  b y  a l l

and driving forward your community stakeholders 1() represent specific dislricts

concerns and interests is the task ofthe (see map on back page or online at uuL
l9 member board ofdirectors. The vasl ggp!s.o4l) shere the board member may

majority are area residents. In the working live. do business or have some other tie.

world (hey ve found success as reahors. The othernine board members are selected

reporters- labor leaders. lawyers. landlords, by the board to insure the it hears varied

bureaucrats and business execs. But voices. There are seats designaled for

they ve also found time to push dreams of those who are active and want to lbster

a bertered communi ly closer to real izat ion. the interests ofthe business. cul tural ,

councitmember Tah LaBonge totns nast of the GGPNC Boad of
Directors lor a ctass phato" after s||earing-in the newly etected
and appainted nembeB at the Novenber 2004 GGPNC m@tinq.
F.om left to right: Ran weinsteh, Planntnq/zaning chan;
Jae Cisneras, Rase t",ann, Educatian chant Merlyn Henandez;
Phthp Gasterer; Rosenary Del4onte (peeking frcm behind Tom
Labange's broad shaulders ) ; Richard spicer; councilnehber
Lagonge) James Balesh, Transpoftatian chant Nara t4osqueda,
VP Outrea.h; lanathon Kaplan, vP Administtation; )acquetine
Ketr, Neighbarhoad lmptovement chair; Nyta Arstanian,
Cuttural chatr; Lisa Sergi(.esigned); Chartey tl4ins, Prestdent;
(tawering abore the qroup), Shana Murphy; Bruce catatl,
Alebhaster. Missing are: Cheryl )ohnsan, Kerry Hunnewell
and l"1all/ Rysman. Ifyou see any of us please say hi.

educational. recreaiional and religious

communities within the GGPNC.

Right now ihe board is evenly spl i i

bet$,een women and mcn. wilh one vacanl

seat.  I fyou d l ike to rackle some of

the tasks touched on in this newslelter,

orbetteryet,  have even better ideas to

better the community, please contaci the

GGPNC about f i l l ing that open seat. . .

call. wrile. e-mail. or come to a meeting.

It feels good to get involved.

What needs f ix ing? (traf f ic,  cr ime, parking, homeless etc.)G G  P N C
Gathering Gripes, Possibi l i t ies,
Neighborhood Concerns

Think of your GGPNC as a young tree.
The seed was planted by the new City
Charter Over the last three years we
have started to gfow, Even borne a
few frui ts as mentioned in this news-
let ter But to f lour ish, t rees need
sunshine, water and fert i l izer. , .and
that 's your part  (no were not seeking
bags of manure).

Your knowled9e, experiences and
i n s i g h t  t h a t  s h e d  l i g h t  o n  n e i 9 h b o r -
hood problems are the sunshine, Your
flow of energy to help us ldentify and
sat isfy neighborhood needs is l ike the
water that will keep us from withering.
Your enthuslasm, expert ise and new
ideas are the fert i l izer that wi I  help
us grow stronger and produce a
boLrnt i ful  crop of progress for our
neighborhood.

Please share with us your quick
responses ( longer ones are always
welcome too) to the fol lowing ques-
t ions. And let  us know how we can
keep in touch as we grow stronger
and spread our branches to touch
your concerns in the community.

lv lai l  to:  GGPNC
P.o. Box 27003
Los Angeles, CA 90027

Or send e-mai l  to ggpnc@ggpnc.org. Thanks for your part ic ipat ion!

what 's just f ine?

what 's the most important thing GGPNC can do to help improve the neighborhood?

Name

Address

City z ip

E - m a i l

Interests
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creater  Gr i f f i th  Park Neighborhood Counci l

Yaur Neiqhborhaod. vaur vatce. faur Cauncit

P.O Bor 27001 /  Los Ange es,  CA 90027


