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BACKGROUND
The Public Art Murals Program is a City of Portland program administered by the Regional 
Arts & Culture Council (RACC) as part of its Public Art Program.  New murals are reviewed 
by the Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC), a standing RACC committee that is responsi-
ble for overseeing the City’s Public Art Program.  Committee members include artists, arts ad-
vocates and professionals as well as a representative from the City’s Design Commission. The 
program provides funding for murals that reflect a diversity in style and media and encourages 
artists from diverse backgrounds and range of experience to apply.  Murals approved through 
this program become part of the City’s public art collection for as long as the Art Easement 
(see attached form) remains in effect.

Eligibility and funding criteria
Eligibility Criteria
Any individual/organization intending to create a mural on an exterior wall that is visible from 
the public right-of-way, larger than 200 square feet and within the boundaries of the City of 
Portland must apply for approval through the Public Art Mural Program. If the mural will be 
200 sq ft or smaller, the applicant has the option of applying for a sign permit through the City 
of Portland’s Permit Office, 1900 SW 4th.  Not-for-profit organizations may be eligible for a 
waiver of the sign fee. Sign permits can be downloaded at www.portlandonline.com/bds.  

Applicants to the Public Art Mural Program may be:

1.	 An individual artist or a group of artists (eligible for up to $10,000 in matching funds); or

2.    Students enrolled in an art program at a degree-granting institution (eligible for up to 		
	 $2,500 in matching funds); or

3.	 A building owner (NOTE: A building owner is required to sign an Art Easement form with 
the City, agreeing to keep and maintain the mural on the approved site for no less than five 
years); or

Publ ic  Ar t  Mural  Guidel ines

4.  	 A “not-for-profit” organization.  This includes registered neighborhood associations, citizen-based groups and organizations 
with IRS 501(c)(3) status. However, IRS 501(c)(3) status is not required. The definition of a “not-for-profit organization” is an 
organization whose primary purpose is to serve and to provide general benefit to the public and the organization’s or group’s net 
earnings are not distributed to those who control it.

Public art murals will not be approved on historic landmarks or in historic districts until RACC and the Landmarks Commission 
agree upon a review process that best serves the public’s interest in these unique structures and areas.  For links to maps of historic 
districts in Portland, go to http://www.portlandonline.com/planning/index.cfm?c=30429.  If a building is a “contributing structure” 
within an historical district, a mural may not be painted on it.

Funding Criteria 
The number of Public Art Murals awarded funding is dependent on the funds available and the number of applicants submitting 
each year.  Applicants/artists may only be funded one time only between the application deadlines of June 1, 2008 and June 3, 
2009.

If a mural project does not request public funding, the applicant must still go through the Mural Approval Process outlined on page 
3 but does not have to submit a budget.

RACC Info

Applicants are required to
meet with RACC staff 
prior to submitting an 
application.

Contact:
Peggy Kendellen
Public Art Manager
503.823.4196
pkendellen@racc.org

Deadlines
Wednesdays

August 6, 2008 
(for review in September)

February 4, 2009
(for review in March)

May 6, 2009
(for review in June)

June 3, 2009
(for review in July)
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Funding Criteria (continued)
1.  Public art murals may be:
	 a.	 partially funded with public funds and one-to-one matching with prviate funds          	

	 either through in-kind or cash donations; or

	 b.	 funded in full by an individual/organization who negotiates with the artist.

2.  Funds will be awarded based on review criteria.

3.  Applicants requesting funds must match the RACC grant request with a one-to-one match 
of cash or a combination of cash and in-kind contributions.  This one-to-one match must be 
reflected on the application budget page. .

4. 	Items not eligible for funding through this program include food, purchase of equipment,  
or staff positions.

mURAL APPROVAL PROCESS
1.	 Meet with public art staff for initial review of imagery, location, funding and building 

owner’s approval.

2.	 Submit Public Art Mural Application.  Answer all applicable questions in the applica-
tion.  Supplementary materials must include 15 copies of color rendering of proposed    
mural, digital images of site and physical surroundings, a project timeline, and other      
materials as agreed upon with RACC.

3.  Present the mural proposal to RACC’s Public Art Advisory Committee (see meeting 
schedule on page 2).  Meeting notice is sent to applicable neighborhood groups identified 
for regular notification by the City. Following the presentation, a decision is made based 
upon adopted review criteria for public art murals (see sidebar).  RACC Board reviews/ 
approves recommendations for funding prior to applicant receiving a contract. If proposal 
is not approved, applicant may return to the PAAC for approval after addressing recom-
mendations. 

After mural is approved by RACC:

4. 	Building owner provides a notarized signed Art Easement agreement which is then 
signed by the City of Portland and filed with Multnomah County.

5.   If receiving public funding, applicant signs agreement with RACC to receive payments.  
If not receiving public funding, RACC sends applicant official notification of approval 
to proceed.

6.  Artist signs form agreeing to terms of Art Easement agreement and waiver of rights 
under the federal Visual Artist Rights Act that would interfere with the performance of 
any rights under the Art Easement agreement.

7.   Artist begins mural.

8.  Applicant notifies RACC public art staff, and Diana Lee Holuka, City Property   
Manager, at 503-823-6932, of completion of mural.

9.  Applicant provides RACC with digital images of completed mural for RACC’s on-line 
gallery of the Public Art Mural Program.

Review Criteria
 
artistic merit
	 concept and execution- 

Demonstrated strength of 
artist’s concept and craftsman-
ship as well as orginality of 
proposed mural

	 scale - Appropriateness of 
scale to the wall upon which 
mural will be painted/attached 
and/or to the surrounding neigh-
borhood

	 context - Architectural, geo-
graphical, socio-cultural and/or 
historical relevance to site

community support
General support/advocacy from 
building owner/user, surrounding 
neighborhood, adjacent 
businesses, and arts community

feasibility
Demonstrated ability to complete 
the proposed mural on time and 
within budget

Mural 
Requirements

media
Appropriate media proposed to 
ensure mural’s longevity and 
durability

structural and surface 
stability
Commitment to repair mural 
surface as necessary before 
painting and to use acceptable 
graffiti/UV coating on finished 
mural that provides resistance to 
vandalism and weather

signed easement form 
from building owner
Commitment to keep the mural 
unchanged for minimum of 5 years 
and to maintain mural during that 
time

public accessibility, 
safety and lighting
Compliance with city codes for 
safety, accessibilitly and lighting 
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a p p l i c a t i o n 
Public Art Mural Program
Applicants must submit fifteen copies of completed application on 8.5” x 11” white paper.  
Application must be either typed (10 point or larger font) or printed clearly.

CONTACT INFORMATION

____________________________________________________________________

Lead Artist’s Name	

____________________________________________________________________

Applicant’s Name (if different from artist)

____________________________________________________________

Applicant’s Mailing Address

____________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zipcode

____________________________________________________________________

Home Phone								        Cell Phone

_____________________________________________________________________

Email								        Website

Funds requested from RACC (refer to funding criteria on p. 2)	    $_______________

Proposed mural location (street address/intersection)	 _____________________________

Project start date: ___________________     Proposed completion date: _______________

Mail/deliver application to:   Public Art Mural Program				 
				                 	 Regional Arts & Culture Council
					      	 108 NW 9th, Suite 300
					       	 Portland, OR  97209

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Application Received (month/day/year) _______________________________

Presented to Public Art Advisory Committee (month/day/year) _____________

		           Deferred		         Approved	                       Not Approved

   required 
   supplementary 
   materials

• Resumé of each artist involved in 
project

• 6 digital images that highlight     	
artist’s original work and best 

	 illustrates mural experience

• 15 copies of an image of 
   building within its neighborhood 

context including the wall on 
which mural will be painted

• 15 copies of one color image               	
of proposed mural

• Letter of support from building   
   owner including commitment to 
   sign Art Easement Agreement

• History of sponsoring 
   organization (if applicable) 
	 including brief narrative, date  
   established and community served

• Letter(s) of support from com-     
munity and/or surrounding  
businesses (optional)



20
08

–0
9 

pu
b

li
c 

a
r

t 
m

u
r

a
ls

 p
r

o
g

r
a

m
pa

ge
 

�

1.  Briefly describe the proposed mural and its relation to the building, the surround-
ing neighborhood and the community served by the business/agency where the 
wall is located.

2.	 Describe the wall and site where the mural will be located, including size of mural 
in relation to actual wall size, street/intersection, direction mural will face, physical 
condition of wall (cracks, leaks, concrete, wood, etc.), and public accessibility.

	 Applicants are encouraged to ensure the best display conditions for a mural and to avoid locations having unavoidable 
	 clutter that would obstruct the mural (e.g., dumpsters).  If the wall is not in good condition, additional time and money will 		
	 be needed to prepare the surface.
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3.	 Briefly describe artist’s experience working in large scale and collaboratively 
with community groups (if applicable).

4.	 Briefly describe reason(s) for requesting Public Art Mural Funds.

5.	 Explain which expenses will be covered by Public Art Mural funds.

Enrollment limit—25 or 30?
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project budget
				     	    mark contributions as Confirmed (C) or Projected (P)	

								      
											           CONTRIBUTIONS		

							       EXPENSES			   (incl. cash, in-kind)	
														            

Lead Artist Fee	 				    $________________		  ____________________

Assistant(s) Fee(s)	 			   $________________		  ____________________

							       $________________		  ____________________

Supplies/Materials					    $________________		  ____________________

Documentation					     $______________		  ____________________
(cost of photographing artwork)	

Equipment rental					     $______________		  ____________________
(scaffolding, ladders, etc.)

Liability insurance					     $______________		  ____________________

Space rental (if applicable)				   $______________		  ____________________

Transportation					     $______________		  ____________________ 

Installation (if applicable)				    $______________		  ____________________

Other related costs (please list)			   $______________		  ____________________
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CASH CONTRIBUTIONS:  

Foundation		  _____________________		  $_____________________

Business/Corporation	 _____________________		  $_____________________

Individuals			  _____________________		  $_____________________

Fundraisers		  _____________________		  $_____________________

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TOTAL PROJECT EXPENSES		 $_______________________

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS 		  $_______________________

FUNDS REQUESTED			   $_______________________
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        After recording return to:  
        City of Portland  
        Bureau of General Services 
        Property Acquisition & Services Manager 
        1120 SW 5th Avenue, Room 1204 
        Portland OR  97204 
 

ART EASEMENT 
  

  
 THIS AGREEMENT, effective on _____________________________(month/day/year), is between 
__________________ (“Grantor”), and the City of Portland, an Oregon municipal corporation (“City”).    
 

RECITALS 
 

 A. The City has adopted a program for the placement of art in and on public and private locations throughout 
the City of Portland.   The Regional Arts and Culture Council administers the City’s art program. 
 
 B. Grantor owns the property legally described in Exhibit A (attached hereto and incorporated herein) and is 
willing to make said property available to the City for the placement of public art, as defined in Portland City Code section 
5.74.020c. (hereinafter, “Artwork”).  Said Artwork is described in Exhibit B, attached hereto and incorporated herein. 
 
 IN CONSIDERATION of the mutual promises and performances set forth below, the parties agree as follows: 
 
 1. Grant of Easement.  Grantor conveys, grants and warrants to the City, its successors and assigns, an 
easement for the purpose of installing, maintaining, operating and exhibiting the Artwork described in Exhibit B on and in the 
real property described in Exhibit A, including any building and structure thereon (“property”).  The location of the Artwork 
shall be as approved by the Regional Art and Culture Council.   
 
 2. Term of Easement.  This easement shall be for a period of five (5) years from the date of execution.  Unless 
terminated as provided in section 3, below, the easement shall automatically renew thereafter, and shall remain in full force 
and effect unless and until terminated.   
 
 3. Termination.   
 

a) At the expiration of the five year easement period, the easement may be terminated by 
either party upon 30 days written notice to the other party.  Grantor expressly agrees and 
warrants that upon expiration, the Artwork shall be removed and the Property restored to 
its prior condition.  Such removal shall occur within 30 days of the termination of the 
easement, unless this period is extended in writing by the City. 

b) Within the initial five year easement term or at any time thereafter, the easement may be 
terminated by Grantor with the City’s consent in writing upon Grantor’s showing of any of 
the following:  i) that the property is to be sold and the buyer requires removal of the 
easement as a condition of the purchase and sale; or ii) that the property is to be refinanced 
and the lender requires removal of the easement as a condition of the refinancing; or iii) 
that the property is to be substantially remodeled or altered in a way that precludes 
continued maintenance of the Artwork; or iv) that circumstances have materially changed 
and the continued existence of the easement or maintenance of the Artwork substantially 
impedes Grantor’s reasonable use and enjoyment of the Property.  The City shall not 
unreasonably withhold consent to termination upon Grantor’s satisfactory demonstration of 
any of the foregoing conditions of termination.    

c) The City may terminate the easement at any time at its sole discretion upon 30 days written 
notice to Grantor, should Grantor fail to substantially perform Grantor’s obligations under 
Section 4, below.  Should the City elect to exercise this right of termination, Grantor 
expressly agrees and warrants that the Artwork shall be removed and the Property restored 
to its prior condition.  Such removal shall occur within 30 days of the termination of the 
easement, unless this period is extended in writing by the City.        
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 4. Maintenance and Removal of Artwork.  Grantor shall be responsible for maintaining and if necessary 
repairing the Artwork described in Exhibit B during the existence of the easement.  The City may remove the Artwork from 
the property if, in the sole judgment of the City, the Artwork is being excessively damaged, and Grantor fails or refuses to 
maintain or repair the Artwork after 30 days written notice from the City requesting Grantor to do so.  If the City removes the 
Artwork from the property, the City will restore the property to its original condition.  Alternatively, at the City’s sole 
discretion, the City may enter upon the property to maintain or repair the Artwork if Grantor has failed to do so after 30 days 
written notice from the City that the Artwork requires maintenance or repair. 
 
 5. Right of Entry.  The City shall have the right to enter the property described in Exhibit A during normal 
business hours, and at all other times with advance approval of the Grantor, for any and all of the purposes described in this 
agreement. 
 
 6. Binding Effect.  The easement granted in this agreement shall run with the land and be binding upon and 
inure to the benefit of the Grantor and the City, and their respective successors or assigns, and any person or entity acquiring 
any right, title, or interest in the property. 
 
 7. Contractual Relationships.  Assignment.  This agreement does not constitute either party as the agent or legal 
representative of the other for any purpose whatsoever.  The parties are not granted any express or implied right or authority to 
assume or create any obligation or responsibility on behalf of the other or to bind the other in any manner whatsoever.  The 
parties shall not assign this agreement without the prior written consent of the other. 
 
 8. Notice.  Notice shall be made to the following addresses, unless otherwise provided for in writing: 
 
  City of Portland      Grantor 
 

City of Portland - Bureau of General Services  ______________________________  
Property Acquisition & Services Manager 
1120 SW 5th Avenue, Room 1204     
Portland OR  97204          

    
AND 
  Portland City Attorney’s Office 
  1220 SW 5th Avenue, Room 430 
  Portland OR 97229  
 
 9. Amendments.  The parties expressly reserve the right to modify this agreement, from time to time, by mutual 
agreement.  No modification or amendment of the provisions of this agreement shall be effective unless in writing and signed 
by authorized representatives of the parties. 
 
 10. Remedies.  The parties acknowledge that breaches of this Agreement will effect substantial harm to the 
public interest which harm is difficult or impossible to prove as actual damages in an action hereunder.  The parties agree that 
the prevailing party in an action for the breach of this agreement shall be entitled to a) liquidated damages in an amount of 
$2500 per material breach; b) specific performance of the terms of this agreement, and each of them; c) reasonable attorney’s 
fees; and d) any other remedies available at law or in equity.  The rights under this agreement are cumulative.  The failure to 
exercise on any occasion any right shall not operate to forfeit the right on another occasion.  The use of one remedy shall not 
be taken to exclude or waive the right to use another. 
 
 11. Invalidity of Particular Provisions.  Should any term, provision, condition or other portion of this agreement 
or the application thereof be held to be inoperative, invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of this agreement or the 
application of the term or provision to persons or circumstances other than those to which it is held invalid or unenforceable 
shall not be affected thereby and shall continue in full force and effect. 
 
 12. No Waiver.  No waiver of full performance by any party shall be construed, or operate, as a waiver of any 
subsequent default or breach of any of the terms, covenants or conditions of this agreement. 
 
 13. Term.  This agreement may be terminated upon delivery of a letter of termination executed by any party, 
provided that any such letter shall provided for a 180 day period for the Artwork to be removed.   
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City of Portland, Oregon, has caused this instrument to be executed by its duly authorized 
representative(s) on _______________________(date). 
   
     CITY OF PORTLAND, OREGON 
 
 
        By: ______________________________________________________ 
      
     ______________________________________________________ 
     (print name of city representative) 
 
     ______________________________________________________ 
     (print title of city representative)  
 
 
  
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, GRANTOR has caused this instrument to be executed by its duly authorized 
representative(s) on DATE. 
   
     GRANTOR: 
 
 
        By: ______________________________________________________ 
     "NAME OF GRANTOR REPRESENTATIVE"  
     ______________________________________________________ 
     (print name of grantor representative) 
 
     ______________________________________________________ 
     (print title of grantor representative)  
 
 
          
STATE OF ________________ ) 
    ) ss. 
County of _________________ ) 
 
 This instrument was acknowledged before me on _____________________, 20_______ by 
___________________________________ as ___________________________________ of the Grantor. 
 
     ______________________________________________________ 
     Notary Public – State of __________________________________ 
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within a 500-foot radius or any expanded radius required by the Office of Community 
Beautification of the temporary construction wall, and/or solid wood fence surrounding a 
vacant lot, within 24 hours of receiving notification of the presence of posters/handbills 
or other illegal postings from the Office of Community Beautification or the Council staff 
in the Council district in which the construction site or vacant lot is located. 
 

(f)  Failure by the applicant, at the time of graffiti removal, to 
remove trash, debris or rubbish from the public sidewalks within the abatement area 
around the permitted site. 

 
5.  Removal of Signs.  If the Department of Building and Safety revokes 

the building permit allowing signs on temporary construction walls, and/or solid wood 
fences surrounding vacant lots, then any signs placed on the temporary construction 
walls and/or solid wood fences surrounding vacant lots shall be removed by the 
applicant within 72 hours after receipt of written notification. 

 
6.  Public Nuisance.  Any signs remaining on temporary construction 

walls, and/or solid wood fences surrounding vacant lots after the building permit is 
revoked are deemed to be a public nuisance that can be abated by utilizing the 
procedure contained in Section 91.8904, et seq., of the Code. 

 
7.  Office of Community Beautification.  The Office of Community 

Beautification is hereby designated the authorized representative of the City for the 
purpose of enforcing and implementing the provisions of Sections 91.8904.1.2 and 
91.8307 of this Code to remove the nuisances described in this section. 
 
SEC. 14.4.18 17.  OFF-SITE SIGNS. 
 
 A.  Area.  The sign area of a single face shall not exceed 800 square feet. 
 

B.  Height. 
 

1.  The height to the top of the off-site sign shall be limited to a maximum of 
42 feet above the sidewalk grade or edge of roadway grade nearest the sign, except that a 
sign that is more than 80 percent above a roof of a building may extend to the top of the 
sign a maximum of 30 feet above the surface of the roof under the sign. 

 
2.  In no event shall the height to the top of the off-site sign exceed a height 

greater than that height specified for the height district the height allowed by the height 
district, specific plan, or zone in which the sign is located, or by any applicable land use 
ordinance, or a height of 60 feet above the sidewalk grade or edge of roadway grade 
nearest the sign, whichever is more restrictive. 

 
3.  The bottom of the off-site sign shall be at least eight feet above the 

sidewalk grade or edge of roadway grade nearest the sign. 
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C.  Location. 
 

1.  No portion of an off-site sign with a sign area greater than 80 square feet 
shall be placed within 200 feet of a residentially zoned lot, which is located on the same 
side of the same street as the lot on which the sign is placed.  However, where a lot has 
two or more street frontages, a sign may be located on that street frontage, which is not on 
the same street as the residentially zoned lot; provided the sign and sign support structure 
are placed in that half of the lot that is the farthest from the street frontage on which the 
residentially zoned lot is located. 

 
2.  No portion of an off-site sign or sign support structure shall be located in 

that half of a lot located farthest from the street frontage when residentially zoned property 
is located to the rear of that street frontage. 

 
3.  Off-site signs are not permitted along that portion of a lot having a street 

frontage of less than 50 feet. 
 
4.  No more than four off-site signs shall be located at the intersection of two 

or more streets when the off-site signs are located within 150 feet of the intersection of two 
street frontages. 

 
5.  An off-site sign face shall not be located within one foot of an interior lot 

line. 
 
 D.  Frontage Determination on Lots with Lot Lines Adjoining More Than One 
Street. 
 

1.  An off-site sign shall be considered to be on a single street for purposes 
of Sections 14.14.18 A and 14.14.18 D of this Code if the sign and its support structure are 
located entirely on the side of the bisecting line closest to that street and the sign face is 
placed at the same angle as the perpendicular line or at an angle not to exceed 20 
degrees from either side of the perpendicular line as shown on Diagram C of this article.  

 
2.  An off-site sign located on a through lot shall be located on a single street 

if the sign and its support structure are located entirely on that half of the lot closest to the 
lot line adjoining that street. 

 
Any off-site sign not in conformance with either Subdivision 1 or 2 above 

shall be considered to be located on more than one street frontage. 
 
E.  Spacing. 

 
1.  An off-site sign, which is either single-faced or parallel double-faced, shall 

be spaced as specified in Table No. B of this article from any other existing or previously 
permitted off-site sign, which is single-faced or parallel double-faced.  If an off-site sign is 
located within a California Department of Transportation jurisdiction area, then the spacing 
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rules set forth in Section 5408 of the Business and Professions Code must be followed, 
but spacing shall not be less than what this article requires. 

 
2.  For any double-faced off-site sign, the spacing requirements shall be 

based on the area of the largest sign face. 
 
3.  For double-faced off-site signs whose faces are not parallel, the spacing 

between any proposed, permitted or existing off-site sign shall be determined by the 
following formula: 
 
 
  
WHERE: 
 
D = required spacing between signs, in feet. 
 
S = sign spacing determined from Table No. B below in feet. 
 
B = widest edge separation of sign faces in feet. 
 

4.  Spacing shall be measured between off-site signs that are located on the 
same side of the same street.  Spacing shall be measured from a line that is perpendicular 
to the building line and that passes through a point on the building line that is closest to the 
nearest sign face edge.  Spacing shall be measured along the center line of the street. 
 

F.  Double-faced Off-Site Signs. 
 

1.  Off-site signs may be either single or double-faced. 
 
2.  For double-faced off-site signs whose faces are parallel, the distance 

between sign faces shall not exceed six feet.  
 
3.  For double-faced off-site signs whose faces are not parallel, the distance 

between sign faces at their widest point shall not exceed 35 feet.  The separation of sign 
faces at their closest point shall not exceed six feet.  In no event shall the angle between 
sign faces exceed 37 degrees. 
 

G.  Projection.  Off-site signs shall not project beyond the building line. 
 

H.  Covering.  The backs of off-site signs exposed to public view shall be covered 
with a finished surface or material and shall be properly maintained. 
 

I.  Other Requirements. 
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1.  A maximum of two poles shall be permitted for any off-site sign.  The 
maximum cross-sectional dimension of a pole shall not exceed ten percent of the overall 
height of the sign. 

 
2.  Off-site sign supports shall be structurally independent of a building.   
 
3.  Sign support structures must be located directly under the sign face as 

viewed from the front of the sign.  The maximum horizontal distance between the center of 
the sign support structure and the sign face shall not exceed ten feet. 
 
SEC. 14.4.1918.  AWNING SIGNS. 
 
 No awning sign shall be placed on any portion of an awning except the valance.  
The sign area is limited to a maximum of 12 inches in height on the portion of the valance 
that is parallel to the building face, and only when the awning complies with all applicable 
provisions of Sections 91.3202 and 91.3202.3.1 of this Code.  Awning signs are not 
permitted on awnings with a valance above a height of 14 feet as measured from the 
nearest sidewalk or edge of roadway grade to the top of the valance. 
 
SEC. 14.4.20 MURAL SIGNS. 
 
 Approval for mural signs shall be obtained from the Cultural Heritage Commission.  
The placement, height, and overall area of a mural sign shall be as approved by the 
Cultural Heritage Commission.  In making its determination, the Cultural Heritage 
Commission shall find that the proposed sign does not conflict with the purposes and 
objectives set forth in Section 14.4.1 of this Code.  
 
SEC. 14.4.19.  SIGNS IN A AND R ZONES. 
 

A.  General Provisions. 
 

1.  No sign shall exceed a height of six feet. 
 
2.  No interior illumination of a sign is allowed.  

 
3. No sign which is attached to a building shall project above the lowest 

portion of any roof, eave or ridge of the building. 
 
4.  A sign may be single-faced or double-faced and may be located in any 

required front yard, side yard, rear yard, passageway or other required open space.   
 

B.  Temporary Signs.  Temporary signs shall be allowed in the A1, A2, RA, RE, 
RS, R1, RU, RZ, RW1, R2, RD, RMP, RW2, R3, R4 or R5 zones, subject to the 
following regulations: 
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1. The sign area of all temporary signs on a lot shall not exceed six 
square feet for all the sign faces. 
 

2.  Temporary signs related to the occasional sale of used and hand made 
goods cannot be erected more than two days prior to the sale and shall be removed by 
sunset of the day of the sale. 

 
C. Permanent Signs. Permanent signs shall be allowed in the zones and subject 

to the provisions listed below: 
 

1. A1 and A2 zones: Any number of awning signs or wall signs and 
one pole sign shall be permitted on each lot. Any individual awning sign or wall sign 
shall not exceed twenty square feet in area. No pole sign shall exceed nine square feet 
in area. The sign area of all permanent signs on a lot in the A1 or A 2 zones shall not 
exceed thirty square feet in area for all the sign faces. 
 

2. RA, RE, RS, R1, RU, RZ, RW1, R2 and RW2 zones: One wall sign 
not to exceed two square feet in area shall be allowed on each lot.  

 
3.    RD zones: Any number of awning  signs or wall signs and one pole 

sign shall be permitted on each lot.  But any individual awning sign or wall sign shall not 
exceed fifteen square feet in area. No pole sign shall exceed nine square feet in area. 
The sign area of all permanent signs on a lot in the RD zones shall not exceed twenty 
square feet in area for all the sign faces. 

 
4.  R3, R4, and R5 zones:  Any number of awning signs or wall signs 

and one pole sign shall be permitted on each lot. But any individual awning sign or wall 
sign shall not exceed twenty square feet in area. No pole sign shall exceed nine square 
feet in area. The sign area of all permanent signs on a lot in the R3, R4, or R5 zones 
shall not exceed thirty square feet in area for all the sign faces. 

 
5.  RMP zone: Any number of awning signs or wall signs shall be 

permitted on each lot. But no individual awning sign or wall sign shall exceed ten square 
feet in area. The sign area of all permanent signs on a lot in the RMP zone shall not 
exceed fifteen square feet in area for all the sign faces. 
 
SEC. 14.4.20. SIGN MODIFICATIONS.  
 

A. Height, Location and Sign Area. The Zoning Administrator shall have the 
authority to grant a modification of the height, location and sign area provisions of this 
article, provided that no modification of 20 percent or more is granted.  In making 
determinations on applications for a sign modification, no consideration shall be given to 
the content message of the sign. 

 
B. Procedures. No sign modification may be granted unless the Zoning 

Administrator makes all of the findings specified in this section.  The procedures for 
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considering applications for a sign modification shall be the same as the procedures for 
variances set forth in Section 12.27 of this Code, except that the findings for approval shall 
be as follows: 
  

1. that the strict application of the sign regulations would result in 
practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships inconsistent with the general purposes and 
intent of the sign regulations.  

 
2. that there are special circumstances applicable to the subject 

property such as size, shape, topography, location or surroundings that do not apply 
generally to other property in the same zone and vicinity.  

 
3. that the modification is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment 

of a substantial property right or use generally possessed by other property in the same 
zone and vicinity but which, because of the special circumstances and practical difficulties 
or unnecessary hardships, is denied to the property in question. 
 
SEC. 14.4.21. COMPREHENSIVE SIGN PROGRAM.   
 

A. Purpose.  A comprehensive sign program is intended to integrate the 
design of signs with the design of a development project’s buildings and structures, in 
order to create a unified design or architectural theme. A further purpose of a 
comprehensive sign program is to define common sign regulations for multi-tenant 
development projects. A comprehensive sign program is intended to further, not hinder, 
the purpose of this article.   
 

B. General Provisions.  A comprehensive sign program:  
 

1. shall not permit any sign prohibited by Section 14.4.4 C of this 
article; and  

 
2. may only be submitted for existing or proposed development 

projects on development sites that have a minimum of five acres and at least 100,000 
square feet of non-residential floor area; and 

 
3. shall only be approved for development projects located in the C, 

M, PF or R5 zones.   
 
 C. Sign Regulations.   A comprehensive sign program may only include 
provisions that vary from the following provisions of this article: 
 

1. Maximum Sign Area.  The provisions set forth in Section 14.4.4 K 
of this article, provided that the maximum sign area on the site of a development project 
shall not exceed two square feet of sign area for every linear foot of street frontage and 
two square feet of sign area for every linear foot of building frontage.   
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  2. Lots with Multiple Street Frontages.  The provisions set forth in 
Section 14.4.4 L of this article. 

 
3. Maximum Number of Signs.  The provisions set forth in 

Section 14.4.4 M of this article. 
 
4. Information Signs.  The area and height provisions set forth in 

Section 14.4.7 of this article. 
 
5. Monument Signs.  The area, height and location provisions set 

forth in Section 14.4.8 of this article. 
 
6. Projecting Signs.  The area and location provisions set forth in 

Section 14.4.9 of this article. 
 

7. Identification Signs over 100 Feet in Height.  The provisions set 
forth in Section 14.4.10 D of this article. 

 
8. Illuminated Architectural Canopy Signs.  The area provisions set 

forth in Section 14.4.11 of this article. 
 
9. Pole Signs.  The area and height provisions set forth in Section 

14.4.12 of this article, provided that no pole sign shall be allowed to exceed a height of 
50 feet. 
 

10. Window Signs.  The provisions set forth in Section 14.4.13 of this 
article. 

 
11. Temporary Signs.  The time limit and area provisions set forth in 

Section 14.4.15 of this article, provided that the sign area of temporary signs shall not 
exceed two square feet of sign area for every linear foot of street frontage.   

 
D.  Procedures.  The initial decision-maker for a comprehensive sign program 

shall be the Director and the appellate body shall be the City Planning Commission.   

1.     Application.  An application for a comprehensive sign program shall 
be filed at a public office of the Department of City Planning, on a form provided by the 
Department, and accompanied by applicable fees. The application must provide all of 
the information required by the Department, including a visual representation in color of 
the size, illumination, height, projection, location, street orientation and type of all the 
permanent and temporary signs proposed for the development project.   

2.     Public Hearing and Notice.  The Director shall set the matter for a 
public hearing, following the procedures for providing notice of the time, place and 
purpose of the hearing as set forth in Section 12.27 C of this Code.   
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3.     Initial Decision by the Director.  The Director’s initial decision shall 
be supported by written findings of fact based upon written or oral statements and 
documents presented to him or her, which may include photographs, maps, and plans, 
together with the result of his or her investigations.  Upon making a determination 
pursuant to an application for a comprehensive sign program, the Director shall transmit 
a copy of the written findings and decision to the applicant, the Department of Building 
and Safety, owners of all properties within 100 feet of the boundary of the subject 
property, owners of all properties abutting, across the street or alley from, or having a 
common corner with the subject property, and to all persons who have filed written 
requests for this notice with the Department of City Planning.  The Director shall also 
place a copy of the findings and decision in the file. 

4. Findings. The Director of Planning, or the City Planning 
Commission on appeal, must make all of the following findings in order to approve an 
application for a comprehensive sign program: 
 

a. The proposed comprehensive sign program is consistent 
with and furthers the purpose of this article and the purpose of this section;  
 

b. The proposed signs visually relate to each other and convey 
a unified design or architectural theme;  

 
c. The proposed signs are appropriately related in size, 

illumination, height, projection, location and street orientation to the buildings and 
structures on the development site; 
 

d. The size, illumination, height, projection, location and street 
orientation of the proposed signs are compatible with the buildings and structures in the 
surrounding area;   

 
e.   The proposed comprehensive sign program shall not 

constitute a hazard to the safe and efficient operation of vehicles upon a street or a 
freeway, or create a condition that endangers the safety of persons, pedestrians or 
property; and  

 
f. The proposed comprehensive sign program will not create light 

pollution or other negative environmental effects that will be materially detrimental to the 
character of development in the immediate neighborhood outside the development site.  

 
g. The size, illumination, height, projection, location and street 

orientation of the proposed signs within 500 feet of a residentially zoned lot are 
compatible with residential uses.  
 
  5. Filing of an Appeal.  Any person aggrieved by an initial decision of 
the Director concerning a comprehensive sign program, may appeal the decision to the 
City Planning Commission by filing an appeal with the Department of City Planning 
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within 15 days of the date of mailing of the Director’s decision.  The appeal shall be filed 
at a public office of the Department of City Planning, on a form provided by the 
Department, and shall set forth specifically the points at issue, the reasons for the 
appeal, and the basis upon which the appellant claims there was an error or abuse of 
discretion by the Director.  The City Planning Commission shall not consider any appeal 
not filed within the 15-day period.  The filing of an appeal stays proceedings in the 
matter until the City Planning Commission has made a decision.  Once an appeal is 
filed, the Director shall transmit the appeal and the Director’s file to the City Planning 
Commission.  At any time prior to the action of the City Planning Commission on the 
appeal, the Director shall submit any supplementary pertinent information he or she 
deems necessary or as the City Planning Commission may request. 

6. Appellate Decision - Public Hearing and Notice.  Before acting 
on the appeal, the City Planning Commission shall set the matter for hearing, giving 
notice by mail of the time, place and purpose of the hearing to the appellant, to the 
applicant, to the owner or owners of the property involved, to the Director, and to any 
interested party who has requested in writing to be so notified. The notice shall be 
mailed at least 24 days prior to the hearing.  

7. Time for Appellate Decision.  The City Planning Commission 
shall make its decision within 75 days after the expiration of the appeal period.  The 75 
day time limit to act on an appeal may be extended by mutual written consent of the 
applicant and the City Planning Commission.  If the City Planning Commission fails to 
act within this time limit, the action of the Director on the matter shall be final. 

8. Appellate Decision.  The City Planning Commission may reverse 
or modify the ruling or decision appealed from only upon making written findings setting 
forth specifically the manner in which the action of the Director was in error or 
constituted an abuse of discretion.  Upon making a decision, a copy of the findings and 
decision shall forthwith be placed on file in the Department of City Planning, and copies 
of the decision shall be sent to the applicant, the appellant, the Department of Building 
and Safety, the Director of Planning and the Office of Zoning Administration. 

E.  Compliance. All signs on a development site must comply with the approved 
comprehensive sign program. 
 
 F.  Amendment.  A comprehensive sign program may be amended, subject to 
the same procedures and other provisions set forth in this section.    

 
G.  Content Message. The review of an initial comprehensive sign program, or 

an amendment to an approved comprehensive sign program, shall not consider the 
content message of the proposed signs.  
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SEC.   14.4.22. CONTINUATION OF NONCONFORMING SIGNS. 
 

Any existing sign that lawfully existed at the time the regulations with which it does 
not conform became effective may be continued, provided that no structural, electrical or 
mechanical alterations are made to the sign, except as set forth in Section 91.6216 of this 
Code.   
 
SEC. 14.4.23. ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL PENALTIES. 

 
This section governs administrative civil penalties for violations of the sign regulations set 
forth in this article and violations of any other sign regulations established by ordinance.   
 
 A.  Declaration of Purpose.   
 

The City Council finds there is a need for alternative methods of enforcing the sign 
regulations. The City Council further finds that the assessment of civil penalties for 
violations of the sign regulations is a necessary alternative method for gaining compliance 
with the sign regulations. The administrative assessment of civil penalties established in 
this article is in addition to any other administrative or judicial remedies established by law 
which may be pursued to address violations of the sign regulations. 
 
 B.  General Provisions.   

 
1.  The owner of the property on which a sign is located and the owner of the 

sign and sign support structure are both responsible parties for complying with the sign 
regulations.    

 
 2.  Violations of the sign regulations are deemed continuing violations and 

each day that a violation continues is deemed to be a new and separate offense. 
 

3. Whenever the Department of Building and Safety determines that a 
violation of the sign regulations has occurred or continues to exist, the Department of 
Building and Safety may issue a written order to comply to all the responsible parties.  

 
4. The order to comply shall be posted in a conspicuous location on the 

premises where the violation has occurred and mailed via U.S. first class mail to the 
owner of the property on which a sign is located and the owner of the sign and sign 
support structure. 

 
5. The order to comply shall cite which provisions of the sign regulations 

have been violated; the date and location of the violation; the action required to correct 
the violation; the date by which the violation must be corrected; the date from which civil 
penalties will accrue; the daily amount of the civil penalties; and information concerning 
the right of appeal, including the date by which an application to appeal the order to 
comply and the amount of the civil penalties must be filed.   
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6.  Civil penalties are due and payable within 30 days of the date the 

Department of Building and Safety issues the order to comply.  
 

C. Authority.  
 

1. The Department of Building and Safety shall have the authority to assess 
the following civil penalties against each responsible party for the first, second, third and 
all subsequent violations of the sign regulations on the same lot.  
 

 

CIVIL PENALTY PER DAY OF VIOLATION 
SIGN AREA OF SIGN IN 

VIOLATION 
 

First 
Violation 

Second 
Violation 

Third Violation and 
All Subsequent 

Violations 

Less than 150 square feet $2,000 $4,000 $8,000 

150 to less than 300 square feet $4,000 $8,000 $16,000 

300 to less than 450 square feet $6,000 $12,000 $24,000 

450 to less than 600 square feet $8,000 $16,000 $32,000 

600 to less than 750 square feet $10,000 $20,000 $40,000 

750 or more square feet $12,000 $24,000 $48,000 

 
EXCEPTION: The civil penalty per day of a violation of Section 14.4.19 of this 

article for signs of less than 20 square feet in sign area shall be $500 for the first 
violation, $1,000 for the second violation, and $2,000 for the third and all subsequent 
violations on the same lot.  

 
2. Civil penalties shall accrue until the responsible parties complete all 

actions required by the order to comply and pay all of the civil penalties due. 
 
3. Filing of an appeal with the Department of City Planning does not stop 

civil penalties from accruing.  
 
4. Compliance with the actions required by the order to comply does not 

cancel any civil penalties that have accrued.  
 
5. Payment of the civil penalty shall not excuse a failure to correct the 

violation nor shall it bar further enforcement action.  
 
6.  If the Department of Building and Safety or the administrative hearing 

officer rescinds an order to comply, the violation shall be considered corrected and no civil 
penalties shall be due.  
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D.  Appeals. 

 
1.  Any appeal of an order to comply or the civil penalties must be filed 

within 15 days of the date the order to comply is mailed to the responsible party by the 
Department of Building and Safety.  

 
2.  An appeal may only be filed by a responsible party.  
 
3. The appeal must be filed at a public office of the Department of City 

Planning, on a form provided by the Department of City Planning, and accompanied by 
applicable fees. The appeal must set forth specifically the points at issue, the reasons 
for the appeal, and the basis upon which the appellant claims there was an error or 
abuse of discretion by the Department of Building and Safety.   

 
E.  Public Hearings. 

 
1.  The Chief Zoning Administrator shall appoint one or more 

administrative hearing officers to hear appeals filed pursuant to this section.  The 
administrative hearing officer shall exercise all the powers and duties to conduct 
hearings and make decisions pursuant to this article. 

 
 2.  The Chief Zoning Administrator shall set the matter for a public 

hearing, following the procedures for providing notice of the time, place and purpose of 
the hearing as set forth in Section 12.27 C of this Code.   
   
  3. The Chief Zoning Administrator may grant continuances; however, 
when an administrative hearing officer has been appointed, no continuances may be 
granted, except by him or her, and only for good cause shown, so long as the matter 
remains before him or her.    

 
 4.  The administrative hearing officer shall proceed with reasonable 

dispatch to conclude any matter being heard.  Due regard shall be shown for the 
convenience and necessity of any parties or their representatives.  

  
 5.  All oral testimony shall be upon oath or affirmation. The administrative 

hearing officer shall have the authority to administer oaths and to allow cross-
examination of witnesses.  

 
6.  The proceedings of the hearing shall be recorded by an audio recorder. 

 
F.  Evidence. 
 
The administrative hearing officer shall only consider evidence that relates to 

whether or not the responsible party violated the sign regulations and whether the 
Department of Building and Safety erred or abused its discretion.   
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G.  Rights of Parties. 
 
Each party shall have the right to represent himself or herself, or to be 

represented by an attorney or other person of his or her choice; to introduce exhibits; to 
cross-examine opposing witnesses on any matter relevant to the issues; to impeach any 
witness regardless of which party first called him or her to testify; and to rebut the 
evidence presented against him or her. 

 
H.  Decision. 
 

1. The administrative hearing officer may reverse or modify, in whole or in 
part, the order to comply.  The administrative hearing officer may also reduce the 
amount of the civil penalties. The administrative hearing officer’s decision shall be 
based solely on the record and evidence and testimony introduced at the hearing. In 
making his or her decision, the administrative hearing officer may consider the 
seriousness of the violation, previous violations, the number of days the violation has 
occurred, and good faith efforts taken by the responsible party to correct prior violations. 

2.  The decision of the administrative hearing officer shall be in writing. A 
copy of the decision shall be provided to the owner of the property on which the sign and 
support structure is located, the owner of the sign and sign support structure, the 
Department of Building and Safety, owners of all properties abutting, across the street 
or alley from, or having a common corner with the subject property and to all persons 
who have filed written requests for this notice with the Office of Zoning Administration.  
The administrative hearing officer shall also place a copy of the findings and decision in 
the file. 

3. The administrative hearing officer may establish dates by which the civil 
penalties must be paid.   

 
4.  The decision of the administrative hearing officer is final and may not 

be appealed.  
 

I.  Collection. 
 
1. If the civil penalty is not paid in a timely manner, the City Council may 

order that the civil penalty be specially assessed against the real property on which the 
sign found in violation is located. If the City Council orders that the civil penalty be 
specially assessed against the real property on which the sign found in violation is 
located, it shall confirm the assessment, and the assessment may be collected at the 
same time and in the same manner as ordinary real property taxes are collected. The 
assessment shall be subject to the same penalties and the same procedure and sale in 
case of delinquency as provided for ordinary real property taxes. All laws applicable to 
the levy, collection, and enforcement of real property taxes are applicable to the special 
assessment. 
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  2. The City Council may also cause a notice of lien to be recorded. The 
notice shall, at a minimum, identify the record owner or possessor of the real property, 
set forth the last known address of the record owner or possessor, the date on which 
the penalty was imposed, a description of the real property subject to the lien, and the 
amount of the penalty. 
 

3.  The Office of Finance shall refer to a collection agency civil penalties 
that the owner of the sign and sign support structure has not paid in a timely manner.  
  
 J.  General Fund.  Civil penalties collected pursuant to this section shall be 
credited to the general fund.  
 

SEC. 14.4.24. RIGHT OF PRIVATE ACTION. 
 
 A.  Any person who erects or maintains a permanent sign in violation of this 
article and is issued an order to comply by the Department of Building and Safety shall 
be liable in a civil action to the owner or occupant of real property located within 500 
feet of a permanent sign for damages, as determined by the court, and may, at the 
discretion of the court, be awarded court costs and attorneys' fees. If an order to comply 
is appealed, a civil action may only be pursued if the administrative hearing officer 
concurs with the Department of Building and Safety that the sign regulations have been 
violated.  
 
 B.  For purposes of this section, a “permanent sign” shall be a sign for which a  
permit is required under this article. 
 
 C.  Remedies provided by this section and Section 14.4.23 of this article are in 
addition to any other legal or equitable remedies and are not intended to be exclusive. 
 
SEC. 14.4.25. RECOVERY OF COSTS. 
 

     Pursuant to the procedures and authority found in  Los Angeles Administrative 
Code Section 7.35.3, any City department shall be entitled to recover any fee, charge or 
cost incurring in enforcing the sign regulations that is collectible under Government 
Code Section 54988. Collectible fees, charges or costs shall include permit fees, fines, 
late charges, interest and costs incurred in performing inspections and otherwise 
enforcing  the sign regulations.   
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DIAGRAM A 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE NO. B 
SPACING REQUIREMENTS BETWEEN OFF-SITE SIGNS 

 

PROPOSED SIGN 
 Sign Area Less than  

80 sq. ft. 
80 sq. ft. to  
300 sq. ft. 

Greater than  
300 sq. ft. 

Less than 80 sq. ft.  100 ft. 100 ft. 200 ft. 
80 sq. ft. to 300 sq. ft. 100 ft. 300 ft. 300 ft. 

Existing or 
Permitted 
Sign Greater than 300 sq. ft. 200 ft. 300 ft. 600 ft. 
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DIAGRAM C  

 

Bisecting Line

Equal angles

200 max.

200 max.

Both sign faces are on Street A

Sign is on Street A and Street B

Sign is on Street A and Street B

900

900

Perpendicular Line

900

900

Sign
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Sec. 2.  A new Subsection K shall be added to Section 11.5.7 of Article 1.5 of Chapter 1 
of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to read: 
 
 K.  Sign Regulations.  A specific plan shall not permit any of the signs 
prohibited by Section 14.4.4 C of this Code.  Any sign regulations included in a specific 
plan must be more restrictive and may not be more permissive than the sign regulations 
set forth in Article 4.4 of Chapter 1 of this Code. 
 
Sec. 3. Subparagraph (2) of Paragraph (a) of Subdivision 16 of Subsection A of 
Section 12.05 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is hereby deleted: 
 

(2) Notwithstanding Section 12.21 A 7 of this Code, signs and 
window or outside displays in connection with the home occupation are prohibited. 
 
Sec. 4. Subdivision 7 of Subsection A of Section 12.21 of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code is hereby deleted: 

  7. No nameplate, sign or advertising matter of any kind shall be placed or 
maintained on any lot in any zone except in accordance with the following regulations: 

       (a)     All nameplates, signs and advertising matter on a lot in an “A” or “R” 
Zone shall pertain to a permitted use (except that no signs shall be permitted to identify 
a home occupation) or indicate the name of the occupant and shall be located on the 
same lot with that use; 

(b)     No nameplate, sign or advertising matter, which is attached to a 
building on a lot in an “A” or “R” Zone, may project above the roof ridge or parapet wall 
(whichever is the higher) of the building; 

   (c)     No illuminated nameplate, identification sign or advertising matter, 
which is permitted by this subdivision, may be of the flashing, moving or animated type; 

(d)     There may be only one unlighted nameplate for each dwelling unit 
on a lot in an “A” or “R” Zone indicating the name of the occupant, (except that no signs 
shall be permitted to identify a home occupation), and no nameplate may exceed three 
square feet in area in an “A” Zone, nor exceed one and one-half square feet in area in 
an “R” Zone; 

(e)     There may be one or more unlighted signs pertaining to the sale of 
farm products raised or produced on the premises, but the total area of all these signs 
shall not exceed 20 square feet on any lot in an “A” Zone, nor exceed 12 feet on any lot 
in an “R” Zone; 

(f)     There may be one or more unlighted signs pertaining to the 
prospective rental or sale of the property, but the total area of all these signs shall not  
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exceed 20 square feet on any lot in an “A” Zone, nor exceed 12 square feet on any lot in 
an “R” Zone;  

(g)     There may be one identification sign for each farm, ranch, estate or 
building other than a dwelling in an “A” Zone, but that identification sign may not exceed 
20 square feet in area; 

(h)     There may be one or more signs identifying the buildings or 
permitted use (except that no signs shall be permitted to identify a home occupation) on 
any lot in any “R” Zone, but no one sign may have a surface area which exceeds 20 
square feet, nor shall the total surface area of all these signs exceed 30 square feet; 

(i)     There may be one church bulletin board, not exceeding 18 square 
feet in area, on any lot in any “A” or “R” Zone; 

(j)     There may be one or more signs, warning against trespassing, on 
any lot in an “A” Zone, but no one sign shall exceed three square feet in area. 

(k)     Temporary Subdivision Directional Signs.  Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this article, a Zoning Administrator may approve the use of any 
property in an “A” or “R” Zone for the erection and maintenance of temporary unlighted 
subdivision directional signs, which are neither reflective nor fluorescent, if he or she 
finds that the location of the signs is proper in relation to uses of adjacent property and 
that the use will not be materially detrimental to the property of other persons located in 
that vicinity.  This approval shall be subject to the following regulations:   

(1)     An application shall be filed in the Office of Zoning 
Administration upon a form and accompanied by the data and information as has been 
prescribed by the Office.  Each application shall be consented to and acknowledged by 
the owner or lessee of each parcel of property upon which a sign is to erected.  Only 
one application need be filed for all temporary, unlighted, subdivision directional signs 
relating to a single subdivision separately numbered and recorded by the Los Angeles 
County Recorder.  The manner of installation and conditions regulating number, size 
and type of signs shall be determined and approved by a Zoning Administrator.  To the 
extent possible, he or she shall make available a list or explanation of those installation 
features and conditions that are usually required. 

        (2)     An approval to erect and maintain signs pursuant to this 
paragraph shall be valid for one year.  If, after one year, 3/4 of the dwelling units or lots 
have not been sold or leased for the first time, approval for retaining the directional 
signs for not more than an additional one-year period may be granted by a Zoning 
Administrator.   

       (3)     No sign erected pursuant to this paragraph shall exceed 12 
square feet in area. 
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(4)     One temporary, unlighted, subdivision directional sign may be 
approved for location adjacent to each street which constitutes a separate and distinct 
direction on the route from a major or secondary highway to a subdivision site.  Where 
there are two or more major or secondary highways from which there are routes to a 
subdivision site, signs may be approved only along two routes. 
 
                                (5) The erection and maintenance of temporary, unlighted, 
subdivision directional signs may be approved only on vacant property; however, if a 
Zoning Administrator determines that vacant property is not available in locations where 
provisions for travel directions are essential, he or she may approve developed property 
for the location of signs. 

(6)     Signs may not be located within the public right-of-way of any 
highway, street, alley, or on any other public right-of-way. 

(7)     All signs permitted by this paragraph shall be removed within 
five days after the expiration of the authorized time period.  Each application shall 
contain a statement signed by the applicant, the owner of the signs, and the owner or 
lessee of the property upon which the signs are to be placed, agreeing that if the signs 
are not removed as required above, they may be confiscated, removed and destroyed 
by the City without further notice.  Prior to the erection of any signs authorized pursuant 
to any single application, the applicant shall deposit $100 with the Department of 
Building and Safety for the purposes of defraying any expense incurred by the City in 
the removal of the signs.  This money shall be refunded on the expiration of the 
prescribed time period if all of the signs have been removed by the applicant, the owner 
of the signs, or the owner and the lessee of the property where the signs are placed. 

(8)     Any sign erected pursuant to these regulations may be used 
only for the purpose of providing necessary travel direction to a subdivision 
development located in the City of Los Angeles, and must include the name of the 
owner, the City Planning Department file number, and the expiration date of the 
approval period.  The sign may contain the name of the land development project to 
which it pertains, including a characteristic trademark or other identifying insignia.  The 
content of each sign shall be subject to approval by a Zoning Administrator. 
 
                                (9)     The approval of temporary subdivision directional signs 
pursuant to these regulations does not release the applicant from the responsibilities of 
complying with any provisions of the Los Angeles Municipal Code pertaining to building 
permit requirements or any other provisions of the Code regulating signs. 

(10)     Appeals.  Appeals from a determination by a Zoning 
Administrator may be taken to the Area Planning Commission in the manner prescribed 
in Section 12.24 I. 

(l)     Off-site signs.  No off-site sign shall be allowed in any zone, except 
when off-site signs are specifically permitted pursuant to a legally adopted specific plan, 
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supplemental use district, an approved development agreement, or a relocation 
agreement entered into pursuant to California Business and Professions Code Section 
412.  Further, legally permitted existing signs shall not be altered or enlarged. 

Sec. 5.  Subparagraph (6) of paragraph (a) of Subdivision 23 of Subsection A of Section 
12.22 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is amended to read: 
 

(6)     Signs. 
 

(i)     In addition to the requirements set forth in Division 62 
of this Code, no person shall erect on the lot or lots the following signs, as defined in 
Section 91.6203 of this Code without first obtaining a conditional use permit:  pole signs; 
projecting signs; or roof signs. 

 
(ii) Monument signs and information signs shall be located 

only within the landscape-planted areas of the lot or lots. 
 
Sec. 6.  Subparagraph (5) of paragraph (b) of Subdivision 23 of Subsection A of Section 
12.22 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is hereby amended to read: 
 

(5)     Covenant.  Prior to the issuance of a building permit or land 
use permit, the owner of the lot or lots shall execute and record a covenant and 
agreement in a form satisfactory to the Director of Planning, acknowledging that the 
owner shall implement each of the conditions set forth in Paragraph (b) of this 
subdivision, and shall not permit the erection of any of the signs enumerated in 
Paragraph (a)(6) of this subdivision or the establishment of any uses enumerated in 
Section 12.24 W.27. of this Code without first obtaining a conditional use approval.  The 
covenant and agreement shall run with the land and be binding upon the owners, and 
any assignees, lessees, heirs, and successors of the owners.  The City’s right to 
enforce the covenant and agreement is in addition to any other remedy provided by law. 
 
Sec. 7.  Section (iii) of Subparagraph (1) of paragraph (c) of Subdivision 23 of 
Subsection A of Section 12.22 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is hereby deleted: 
 

(iii)     no sign identified in Paragraph (a)(6) of this 
subdivision shall be erected on the site; and 
 
Sec. 8. Paragraph (j) of Subdivision 20 of Subsection C of Section 12.22 of the Los 
Angeles Municipal Code is hereby deleted: 
 

(j)     Name plates, signs, and advertising matter, as permitted by this 
article, may be located in any required front yard, side yard, rear yard, passageway or 
other open space; provided that the total area of all identification signs in any required 
yard, shall not exceed 12 square feet, and any sign appertaining to the sale of farm 
products raised or produced on the premises shall be located at least ten feet from any 
side lot line.   
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Sec. 9. Subdivision 3 of Subsection C of Section 12.23 of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code is hereby deleted: 
 

3.     Continuation of Signs.  Any existing nonconforming sign, as defined 
in Section 91.6203 of this Code, may be continued, provided that no structural, electrical 
or mechanical alterations are made to the sign except as permitted in Section 91.6206 
of this Code. 
 
Sec. 10. Section 13.11 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is hereby amended as 
follows: 

 
A. Purpose. This section sets forth procedures, guidelines and standards for the 
establishment of “SN” Sign Districts in areas of the City, the unique characteristics of 
which can be enhanced by the imposition of special sign regulations designed to 
enhance the theme or unique qualities of that district, or which eliminate blight through a 
sign reduction program. This section sets forth procedures, guidelines and standards for 
the establishment of “SN” Sign Districts. The purpose of the “SN” Sign District is to 
facilitate the creation of a sense of place in areas of the City that have a unique quality, 
theme or character through special sign regulations that convey a unified design or 
architectural theme, especially those areas of the City that have unique entertainment or 
cultural attributes.  A further purpose of the “SN” Sign District is to improve the visual 
environment of the City through sign reduction.  

 
B. Establishment of Districts.  The procedures set forth in Section 12.32 S 

shall be followed, however each “SN” Sign District shall include only properties  in the C 
or M Zones, except that R5 Zone properties may be included in a “SN” Sign District 
provided that the R5 zoned lot is located within an area designated on an adopted 
community plan as a “Regional Center,” “Regional Commercial,” or “High Intensity 
Commercial,” or within any redevelopment project area. No “SN” Sign District shall 
contain less than one block or three acres in area, whichever is the smaller. The total 
acreage in the district shall include contiguous parcels of land which may only be 
separated by public streets, ways or alleys, or other physical features, or as set forth in 
the rules approved by the Director of Planning. Precise boundaries are required at the 
time of application for or initiation of an individual district. 
 

1.  The procedures set forth in Section 12.32 S shall be followed, however 
each ”SN” Sign District shall only include properties located in a C, PF, or R5 zone: 

 
 (a) in the “Downtown Center,” as designated on the Framework 

Element of the General Plan; or  
 
 (b) in an area designated on an adopted community plan as 

“Regional Center” or “Regional Commercial”.  
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2.  No “SN” Sign District shall contain less than 5,000 linear feet of street 
frontage or 15 acres in area, whichever is the smaller.  For purposes of applying this 
provision, “street frontage” shall be as defined in Section 14.4.2 of this Code.   

 
3. The boundaries of an “SN” Sign District shall not abut an RW1 zone or 

a more restrictive zone. 
 
4. In addition to the findings required by Section 12.32 C 2 of this Code, 

the following findings shall be made in establishing an “SN” Sign District: 
 

(a) The area of the proposed “SN” Sign District has a unique 
quality, theme or character; and 

 
    (b) The proposed special sign regulations convey a unified design 
 or architectural theme that will enhance the unique quality, theme or character of the 
 proposed “SN” Sign District; and   
 

(c) The proposed special sign regulations shall not constitute a 
hazard to the safe and efficient operation of vehicles upon a street or a freeway, or 
create a condition that endangers the safety of persons, pedestrians or property; and  

 
    (d) The proposed special sign regulations will not create light 
 pollution or other negative environmental effects that will be materially detrimental to the 
 character of development in the immediate neighborhood outside the proposed district; 
 and   
 
    (e) The proposed special sign regulations will further the applicable 
 goals, objectives and policies of the urban form and neighborhood design chapter of the 
 Framework Element of the General Plan. 
     

5. The total acreage in an “SN” Sign District shall include contiguous 
parcels of land which may only be separated by public streets, ways or alleys, or other 
physical features, or as set forth in the rules approved by the Director of Planning. At 
the time of application for or initiation of an individual district precise boundaries are 
required.  

 
C. Sign Reduction.  If the ordinance establishing the “SN” Sign District allows off-
site signs, as otherwise prohibited by Section 14.4.4 C 9 of this Code, or sign faces with 
digital displays, as otherwise prohibited by Section 14.4.4 C 8 of this Code, then the 
ordinance must also: 
 

 1.  Identify the precise boundaries of a “sign impact area” adjacent to the 
“SN” Sign District.  Properties to be included in the “sign impact area” shall be those 
properties most likely to be impacted by the proposed new off-site signs or new sign 
faces with digital displays.  



Approved by the City Planning Commission on March 26, 2009   
 

DISCUSSION DRAFT C-46 
 
 

  

   2.  Require, at a minimum, that every square foot of sign area of a new off-
site sign or a new sign face with a digital display must be offset by a reduction of more 
than one square foot of existing sign area, within either the “SN” Sign District or the 
“sign impact area.”   

 
  The sign reduction requirement established by this subsection shall only be met 

through the demolition of existing, legally permitted off-site signs, including 
nonconforming off-site signs. The reduction in existing sign area must be accomplished 
prior to issuance of a building permit for the new off-site sign or new sign face with a 
digital display. The applicant must provide evidence satisfactory to the Department of 
Building and Safety that the demolition of the required off-site sign area has been 
accomplished. 

  
 C.  Development Regulations.  The Department of Building and Safety shall not 
issue a building permit for a sign within a “SN” Sign District unless the sign conforms to 
the regulations set forth in a specific “SN” Sign District ordinance. The development 
regulations for each “SN” Sign District shall be determined at the time the district is 
established. except that definitions shall conform with those found in Section 91.6203 of 
this Code, if defined in that section. The sign regulations shall enhance the character of 
the district by addressing the location, number, square footage, height, light illumination, 
hours of illumination, sign reduction program, duration of signs, design and types of 
signs permitted, as well as other characteristics, and can include murals, supergraphics, 
and other on-site and off-site signs. However, the regulations for a “SN” Sign District 
cannot supersede the regulations of an Historic Preservation Overlay District, a legally-
adopted specific plan, supplemental use district or zoning regulation needed to 
implement the provisions of an approved development agreement. 
 
 D. Sign Regulations. The ordinance establishing the “SN” Sign District may 
allow signs prohibited by Section 14.4.4 C of this Code.  In addition, the sign regulations 
set forth in a specific “SN” Sign District ordinance may be less restrictive or more 
restrictive than the sign regulations set forth in Article 4.4 of Chapter 1 of this Code.  
“SN” Sign Districts that prohibit new off-site signs may be established.    
 
 E. Conformance. The Department of Building and Safety shall not issue a 
building permit for a sign within a “SN” Sign District unless the sign conforms to the 
regulations set forth in a specific “SN” Sign District ordinance. 
 
 F. Procedures.  The procedures to administer an “SN” Sign District shall be the 
specific plan procedures set forth in Section 11.5.7 of this Code. Notwithstanding these 
procedures, a modification of the district’s height, location and sign area provisions shall 
be limited to less than 20 percent.  This limitation shall apply to project permit 
adjustments granted pursuant to Section 11.5.7 E of this Code and exceptions granted 
pursuant to Section 11.5.7 F of this Code.  
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Sec.  11.   A new Subsection Y shall be added to Section 19.01 of Article 9 of Chapter 1 
of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to read: 
 
 Y.  SIGN REGULATIONS FEES. 
 
  1.  The filing fee for a sign modification pursuant to Section 14.4.20 of this 
Code shall be $3,867.  The appeal fee shall be 85 percent of the filing fee. 
 
  2. The filing fee for a comprehensive sign program pursuant to Section 
14.4.21 of this Code shall be $10,000.  The appeal fee shall be 85 percent of the filing 
fee. 
 
  3. The filing fee to amend a comprehensive sign program pursuant to 
Section 14.4.4.21 of this Code shall be $5,756.  The appeal fee shall be 85 percent of 
the filing fee. 
 
  4.  The fee to file an appeal of the Department of Building and Safety’s  
order to comply pursuant to Section 14.4.23 of this Code shall be $6,688. 
 
Sec. 12.  APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS TO EXISTING PROJECTS AND 
INITIATED OR APPLIED FOR SIGN DISTRICTS. 
 
 This ordinance amends Article 4.4 and related provisions of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code to enact new requirements and provisions regulating signs. This 
ordinance also amends Section 13.11 of the Code to enact new findings and other 
criteria for the establishment of “SN” Sign Districts. 
 
 This ordinance shall not apply to any project that had received a discretionary 
land use approval prior to the effective date of this ordinance, and such approval 
specifically permitted signs, or granted a variance, adjustment or other exception from 
the sign regulations. A “discretionary land use approval” shall only refer to a grant of 
privileges by a Zoning Administrator, the Director of Planning, the City Planning 
Commission, an Area Planning Commission, or an appellate body on appeal, and such 
privileges had not expired as of the effective date of this ordinance.  
 
 This ordinance shall also not apply to “SN” Sign Districts that have not been 
established, but that the City Planning Commission had approved on or before March 
26, 2009, pursuant to Section 12.32 of the Code.  
 
Sec. 13.   STATEMENT OF INTENT.  
 
 This ordinance amends Article 4.4 of Chapter 1 of the Los Angeles Municipal 
Code to clarify that the sign regulations are permissive. This ordinance affirms the 
Council’s intent that a use or structure is only allowed if the codes and ordinances of the 
City of Los Angeles expressly allow it. Any use or structure that is not regulated by 
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these codes and ordinances is prohibited. This amendment clarifies the Council’s long-
standing interpretation and does not change existing law. 
 
Sec. 14.  DIGITAL DISPLAYS. 
 
 It is a further intent of this Council that this ordinance’s prohibition against new 
digital displays shall also apply to the conversion of an existing sign face to a new digital 
display, regardless if a settlement agreement would otherwise allow such a conversion. 
 
Sec. 15.  The City Clerk shall certify that … 
 
 


